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^It is believed ttet;mis#:^«od/ ivt^^ 4^ be 
accomplished, retnalKs unaifd^ed, from the fn^JfUt, . 
fi|ct'that mankindieitfael^do.nQt knbw tlfat it ^n be '' 
%e, or are ignorant of ^he meaDs to kccotn^ifibm 
This, probably, is particularly triie in tttd 4^art- 
■Hint pf education. - 

% Were the community ^nly d\^are of iyhat H^j^ii 
be accono^p|fsh0d in those yeiirsyjv^hichyi'foy.the'yquth 
of our country, are dey<9ted to edufa^n^ ecmld itrbe 
^^n how much expense is v«tanJl^ thrown i^way^ how 
much time is painfully spent; to' no ' good purpose, 
bow dften the yqijing mind is crashed and injured 
in 8ome^||^its;;ifiost noble faoulties» i|f |be 4^cipl^ 
of the school ^^oom; couM it be seeh. Kew naucji 
toil to pupils, vexation to Jp^a^hers, and expense ib ^ 
parentis, a little pecuniary aid, ,and imjproved meth- 
ods of instruction would si,i&e,* Hiiile'ithe advantar 
ges of education ^ould be increased a htiadred fi^,|^'^^ 
could alt this bS^seen and realized, such effedfe . 
would follow as it would now be deemed^nj 
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-It is believed therefore, that ieaehers^ who hinc 
the best opportunity for learning and realizing theas 
things, eould not' do a more essential service to the 
public, than by communicating the resnlt^of their 
experience and observation on^uch subjects. Fv 
until 4he C|>mmunity is apprized of the\variou&de- 
' Ibcts of present systems of education, by those who 
are appointed to watch over its interests, the efforts 
iBIMinfyt Jbe expeeted which arc necessary to colt-ect 
them, *nor that 'tone 'of public feeling which 'will 
denfand such efforts. 

This (Suggestion therefore may serve as an apol- 
SgJ fpi* the writer iff thus communicating certain 
view^ on tUis subject, which have been deemed, by 
*#tb6rs, of sufficient impdrtimce to allow presenting 
thdiQ to the public* 

Most of the defects which tre continually disced 
ered and lameiited in prc^^ent systems of education 
may be traced) neither directly or indirectly to the 
fact, that th^^VM^tion of the minds of children has 
not been mfide a profesHon securing weatih, influeme^ 
or honour i to those who enter it. 

The three professions of law, divipity, and medi- 
dt(ie» puisent a» reasonable prosp^t pf reputationf 
influence and emolument to active and cultivated 
minds. The mercantile, manufacturing arid me- 
chanical professions, present a hope of gaining at 
least that wealtl^ nfhich can so readily purchase esti- 
^mation and influence. But th^ profession of a 
tiacher has ^ot offered any such ttimulous. 
* It li^s b|^H looked upon as the resource of f)ov- 
erty , or lis % drudgery suited only to inferior minds 
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and far beneath the aims of the intellectual aspiradt 
for fame and influenciB, or of the active coftipetitor 
for wealth and distinction. The 1bonsequenj[;« of 
this has been, 9iS a general fact, that this* profes- 
sion has never, until very recently, commanded^ bl 
secured the MTort of gifted minds. Thes^e have €tff 
forsaken this for a more lucrative or a more hon-^ , 
ourable avenue ; and {evr have engaged in it ex-"^^ 
cept tItQse whose talents would not allow them"^ 
rise in other professions, or, those who only made, 
it a temporary resort, till better prospects should 
offer. 

In all other professions, we find bodies of men uni- * 
, ^ ted by a common professional interest ; we find or- 
fgn/m of public communication iii the form of periodi*'* 
cats, or of ofiicial reports ; in all other professions 
the improvement of 'distinguished minds, and the 
result of their succelsftil experiments are recorded 
and transmitted for t|ie* benefit of those who may 
succeed* The duties of all other professions are 
defemed of so much consequence that years inxk&t 
be spent, even after a liberal education, in^prepar- 
ing for these peculiar duties, and the public are so ^ 
- tenacious lest 'tbese professions should be filled by 
persons tiot properly prepared, that none may be 
admitted, but upon an examination before those 
qualified by study and experience to judge of the 
acquisitions of each candidate. 

Even the simple business of making a shoe^ is 
deemed of such importaoce and difiiculty-- as to de- 
mand an apprenticeship for years, and mankind are 
usually very cautious not to hazard employing even 
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I4|ie of >this profession who is unprepared* for the 
bu^ness he attempts. 

Bjit to form ^ mind of man is deemed so simple 
and easy an affair, that no such- preparation or pre- 
(SEtutions are required. Any person may become a 
teacher without any definite preparatifotn, and with- 
out any test of skill or experience. Thousands 
will be found who would consider it ridiculous for a 
c^ild to hgye.his foot covered by an awkward and 
inexperienced artisan, who yet without a moment's 
examination would commit the formation of his 
mind to almost any one who will offer to do the bu- 
siness.^ Were our country suddenly deprived of 
every artist who could make a shoe, we>- should im- 
■^mediately witness tr«qu6nt combination axiAconsulia''^ 
^ian to supply the Ibs^» The most ingenious would 
be employed, to communicate to others their skill, 
tad thousands of minds wouM be directiQg their 
energies to restoring this use^l art to its former 
advance toward perfection. But ^he human mindy 
that spe^rk of immortality, that wonderful origii>of * 
knowledge, invention, affectickB, and moral power, " 
where haa been the combined effort, the patient in- 
struction, the collected treasures of^experiencoj the ^ 
enthusiasm of interest, which should dire;|pt in clo-;- 
thing this emanation of Deity with all its expanded 
powers, its glowing affections, and uildying ener* 
gies ? Has it not been tlj^e, desultory, disunited bu- 
siness of a class of persons, driven td it by neces- 
sity, performing it withou^ the enthusiasm which 
.glows in ail other professioirs and leaving it when- 
ever a livelihood could be ol^ained in any other re- 
spectable way ? . . 
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As this has heretofore been considered a prgf^il^ 
sion so simple and easy as to demand little prepa- 
ration for its pecaliar duties, * if these 4uties ari 
arduous, a^id difficult, we should naturally expect 
it to be filled by those who are unprepared to dis- 
charge them properly. 

It is to mothers^ and to teachers^ that the world is 
to look for the character which is to be enstamped 
on each succeeding generation, for it is to them 
that the great business of education is almost es:* 
clusively committed/ And will it not aj^ear % 
Examination that neither mothers nor teachers ha^e 
ever been properly educated for tbetr profession. 
What is the profession of a Woman ? Is it not to form 
immortnl' minds, and to watch, to nurse, and to 
rear the bodily system, so fear fuHy and wohiferfuify 
Inade, and upon the order ami regulatlftn of which, 
the h^th and well-being of the mind so greatly 
depends? '^ . 

But let most of our sex upon whom these ardu- 
ous duties devolve, fie asked ; have you ever devot^<^ 
any time and stud^,'*in,the course of yqur educa-* 
tion, to any preparation for these duties P Have 
you been tauglit any thing of the structure, the na- 
i ^$i^e,1aid the laws of the body, which you inhabit ? 
Were you ever taught to understand the operation 
of diet, air, exercise and modes of dress upon the 
human frame ? Have the causes which are contin- 
ually operating to prevent good health, and the 
modes by which it mig];lt be perfected and preserved 
ever been made the subject of any instruction ? Per- 
haps almost every voice would respond, no ; we 
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have attended to almost every thing more than to 
this^ we have been taught more concerning the 
structure of the earth :| Abe laws of the heavenly 
bodies; the habits and- formation of plants; the 
philosophy of language ; more of almost, any thif^^ 
than the structure of the human frame and the laws 
of health and reason. But is it not the business, the 
profession of a woman to guard the Jiealtk and form 
the physical habile of the young f And is not the 
cradle of infancy and the chaiinber of sickness 
sacred to woman alone f And ought she not to know 
at least some of the generai principles of ttiat perfect 
and wonderful piece . of mechanism cominitted to 
her preservation and care f 

The restoroM^m of health is> the phy&idans pro- 
fession, hnt the preservation of it falls to ^ther bands, 
and it is believej^ that the* time will come, "when 
woman will be taught to .understand something 
respecting the construction of the human jframe ; 
the philosophical results which will naturally follow 
^om restricted exercise, unhealthy modes of dress, ' 
improper diet, and many otifer causes, which t^te^ 
continuaUy operating to destroy the health and Kfe 
of the young. 

Again let our sex be a^ked respecting the iti^ruc* 
tion they have received in the course of their edu- 
cation, on that still more arduous and difficult de- 
partment of their profession, which relates to the 
intellect and the moral su^teptibiUiies. Have you 
been taught the powers and faculties of the human 
mind, and the laws by which it is regulated f Hav6 
you studied how to direct its several faculties ; how 
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to restore those that are overgrown, jetnd slreni^Biett 
and mature those that are deficient f Jtlave you 
been taught the best .'.modes of communicatmg 
knowledge as well ^as of €uyuirin^4if Have you 
learned the best mode of oorrecting bad moral habits 
and forming good ones f Have you made it an ob- 
ject to find how a selfish disposition may be made 
generous ^v^howt^a reserved temper m^y be made * « 
opcfH and frank;: how pettishaipd and ill humour 
may be changed to Cil^erfulness and kindness f Has 
any woman studied her profession in this respect ? 
It is feared the same answer must be returned, if 
not from till, at least from most of oup^ex. No ; 
weJiave acquired wisdom from the.o\)ser^tion and 
experience of others^ 6,n almost aUMher siibjects, 
but the philosophy of the directioa q^ e^Sa$f4l of 
the hilman mind^ has not^been an object of thought 
or study* And thus it appears that tho' it is "yb* 
man's express Imsiness to rear* the body, and form 
the mind, there is scarcely any thing to which her 
littention has been less directed. 

Sut this strangji^ and irrational neglect, m£y , » 
be considered as the result) of an equal neglect 
as it respects those whose excltisive hunineBa it is, 
to form the mind and communicqie knowledge* 
To the parents of a family there <nxe many other 
cares committed besides the formation of the naen* 
tal and moral habits of children. Indeed the pecu- 
niary circumstances of i^ost parents will allow them 
to devote but little time to the discharge of such 
duties. It is therefore an exceedingly wise ftnd 

needful arrangement that a class of persons should 

2 



« r 



t 



Ml 



* 






be deVDtdd etttusiTely to supplying these defideu* 
cies. And it is the teachers of children who are to 
thus co-operate with parents, and who in many 
cases have ntuch the most influence in forming 
both mental and moral habits. But teadiers have 
never been properly instructed in their professions, 
and of course they cannot properly teach others to 
perform the same duties. Year after year has wit^ 
nessed vast improvements accomplished in allHhe 
various departments of arts and sciences, but cotn^ 
mon school educatum has gone on in the same beaten 
track, age after age, as if the acme of perfection 
had been attained and no improvements were to be 
denred. ^ Preparation for its duties has by few been 
considered of any great necessi|y. The profeftional 
skill lAemanded, has an|ounted to little more thjln an 
ahifity to restrain by fear, or by emulation the' buoy- 
ant spirits and activity of youth, daily to furnish a 
specified lesson to each pupil, and then to find out 
how many toords «ach has learned without any 
assistance from a teacher in discovering th^ meaning 
of the language, which in most school books is em* 

- «. ployed to Ipdt up ideas. To {)erform these dutieg 
dees not require any great professional knowledge, 
and did this really include all the duties of a teacher, 
there would be -no cause of complaint, that the pro- 
fession was not sufficiently honourable, and lucrative, 
nor that its incumbents were not properiy qualified. 
While teachers remain unqualified, it is^ not to 
be expected that many pupils will improve upon 
the modes pursued by those who have had the for- 

^ nation of their own minds, and thus the evil is per*- 
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petuated through society in all its fftriou^ ^iterests 
both of family and school education. 

Many of the most serious evils in education, have 
arisen from ih$ want of proper school books. It may 
yet be found that no art requires so much patient 
observation, intellectual acumen, and ready inven- 
tion, as that of cornmumcating by langtuige the 
various ideas which the youthful mind is to gain 
in the course of an education. Wi^ds are used 
with so many different meanings, and change so 
much in their signification by varieties in use; 
are such an imperfect organ of communication, and 
there are so« many employed by matured minds 
to which - chil^eu attach no definite idea, tbcit 
the task of preparing books for young minds is 
one Jemandbig no ordinary genius, experience, and 
nicety of observation. But the profession which 
makes such demands has until recently been forsft- 
ken by most minds of superior endowments, for 
more lucrative or hondurable professions. Of pourse 
the booki prepared for children are ordinarily made 
either by persons o#rbnly ordinary qual^cations, or 
by « men of superior intellect, wha having neim' 
aUempted to teaeh^ know nothing of the difficulties of 
the art. The last make their schodi hpoks very intd^ 
ligiUe, clear, and well arra<nged for all who alrendji 
undersiand wkat is to be taught ; and tbey are not 
immieU^l&le to most mature minds, who have otr- 
taiaed a general knowledge of language.* But 
schod books mlde by this class of persons ar^f 
ordinarily as x}} adapted to the wants of children an 
if they were written with half the words in a ioteifffi 
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tongue; and beside the defects occasioned by the 
use of langoage which the young mind doe? not com- 
prehend, there are other defects of an equally seri- 
ous nature, which need not now be considered. 

The result has been an almost entire degtHutian of .^ 
such books as are needed in elementary instruction, 
and minds of a superior order who are now entered 
upon the duties of this profession, have had but little 
time to do more than to discover the mistakes oi 
past systems, and to begin some imperfect remedy. 
To prepare proper books for common schools must 
be a work of time, to be accomplished only by the 
efforts of superior minds, actively engaged in dis- 
covering by experiment the most successful methods 
of communicating ideas to the young mind. None 
but a teeicher can understand the necessities of im- 
mature minds or test the suitableness of plans de- 
vised for their supply. 

Another great defect in education is the habit 
which Is so often formed of committing to memory 
wordsy 4nstead of acquiring ideas. Nones^t those 
who have Aiade it a definite object of investigation, 
are at all aware, how much education heretofore 
has consisted in teaching mere sounds and signs^ 
which do not recall the proper idea to the minds of 
the learner. This has been the most serious objec- 
tion to monitorial schools, as ordinarily conducted. 
Young and inexperienced minds c&xkkdt ^G3eover 
whether their fellow pupils, whom they are attempt- 
ing to teach, really understand tH^ language they 
repeat, nor if they find a deficienci^iio this respect, 
do these inex^ierienced teachers know how to rem- v * 
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edy the diffieulty. If the right words are repeated 
and the right figures are made, the young teacher 
is satisfied. But it requires the most persevering 
care to prevent pupils from learning words instead 
of idelis, and often in our elementary branches, the 
utmost ingenuity, patience and invention are de- 
manded to prevent this, and to communicate the 
proper ideas. Such patience, perseverance, inge- 
nuity and experience are demanded in teaching pro^ 
perljfj as few children can command, and as is not 
attained by matured minds without patient and 
continued efforts. 

Another prominent defect in past modes oif edu- 
cation* has been 'Owjing to the common notion that 
the commumeeUiou of knowledge is the primary and 
almoist the Bbl^. object of instruction. To learn a 
lessofiy has from time immemorial been the chief bu- 
siness of a school, and in this has been included 
merely the acquisition of the principles or facts con- 
tained in certain books. Of course, the memory. ht»- 
been alniilst the only faculty which has been culti- 
vated. To teach children, to think, t* Reason cor- 
rectly, to invent, to discover and to perform various 
mental operations with speed and accuracy, to com- 
municate ideas in suitable language and with clear- 
ness and facility, these have been the objects of 
but little attention. So general is the feeling that 
education consists in committing to memory facts and 
principles, that a great multitude of parents and 
pupils would feet^^hat following such pursuits as 
discipline the miid, induce habits of correct reason- 
ing, cultivate quick perceptions, and give a ready 
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command of language as of little value, and it is 
difficult for teachers to combat this not un^^immon 
prejudice. 

Another deficiency in . past modes of eduoation 
has been the neglect of using obf'eets of right to aid 
in illustrating and communicating ideas. It is ista* 
ted by phi]o80{Aers as a fact that impressions )liade 
upon the mind by the organ of right are much more 
vivid and abiding than those made l^ any other 
sense, and therefore that all ideas connected with 
such objects are much more really recalled by the 
principle of association. Teachers also can testify 
to the fact,, that whatever can be .explained and 
illustrated by pictures, diagrams, or other appara^ 
tus is much more readily comprehended, and mot^ 
faithfully retained than if mere language be the only 
method of communication. In our infant schools, 
which are probably founded on mor^ philosophical 
principles than any other establishments for educa- 
tion., this ^inci{de is extensively adopted* And 
those who have witnessed what the infaniK mind can 
achieve, When words are not used till they are fully 
understood, a<i4 where objects of right are combined 
with language in communicating instraction, can 
readily conceive that the same prindple applied to 
more matured intellects, must be of incalculable 
benefit in securing dear, .accurate and abiding 
knowledge. - 

But how little has thi& principle been adopted in 
cominon schocrfs, where all books are crowded with 
words which childreii do not undetstand, and where 
in most eases not a single <»hject of sight is present* 
ed for their aid. 
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^l^iie state of Connecticut has long boasted of its 
munificently endowed schools, and yet in how many 
is thfie to be found even so much as a glebe ^ to 
illustrate facts and principles which are attempted 
to be taught. And yet almost every Geography in 
the country opens with an account of the solar sys* 
t^,<:the divisions of latitude and longitude, and 
other subjects which no young mind can possibly 
comprehend without the aid of some visible object. 
Until very lately, one might imagine that all appa- 
Tcdws for such purposes, was sacred to colleges alone, 
and that it was sacrilege to appropriate them to 
the- use of any other institutions. 

Another defect in- education is, that it has not 
been made a defimte object with teachers to prepare 

* tbeir pupiU to instrtbd others. For of how com- 
paratively little value is knowledge laid up in the 
mind if it' is never to be imparted to Others j and 
yet how iew have ever been taught to communi* 
cate their ideas with facility and propriety. That 
there is 'a»be§t way of teaching as well as of doing 
every thing else, cannot be disputed, and this can 
no more be learned by wiuitumy than can any of the 
mechanical arts. This can be made an object of 
instruction as much as any o;ther art, and a womaii 
ordinarily, might be tm^ht to converse with ease 
and * fluency, and to communicate knowledge with 
accuracy und perspicuity, with far less time and 
effort than is now given to the acquisition of rmmc. 
If a teacher in communicating ideas should make it 

_ a part of the duty of a scholar to commynicate the 
satne to a third person, either to a child already igno- 
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raiit, or to some friend who would give a listeaing 
ear, much would be. accomplished in this way. Du- 
ring many recitations it is desirable to induce the 
pupib to ask questions and express opinions with 
this object in view. Nothing aids more in this art 
than attempting to tea4Ji others, and all who become 
teachers will probably find that in this and various 
other ways they receive almost as much benefit as 
they confer. If all females were not only well ed- 
ucated themselves, but were prepared to commu- 
nicate in an easy manner their stores of knowledge 
to others ; if they not only knew how to regulate 
their own minds, tempers and habits, but how to 
effect improvements in those around them, the face 
of society would speedily be changed. The time 
may come when the world will look back vnth won* * 
der to behold In^w much .time, and effort have been 
given to the mere cultivation of the memory, and ^ 
how little mankind have been aware of what every 
teacher, parent, and friend could accomplish in 
forming the social, intellectual and mdral^ character 
of those by whom they are surrounded.- ^ 

Many defects in the present system of education, 
result from the fact, that the public have no standard 
by which to test the character of schools, or to deter- 
mine the degree of the improvement of pupils. 

Most parents and friends are influenced in their 
choice of schools, either by what the teachers j^rc^eit 
to accomplishin their advertisements, or by the re- 
commendation of friends, or by the wishes or caprice 
of their cjiildren. Few persons have any certain 
method of determining the comparative merit of 
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schools, aod to those ^ho k$i9w what a vast differ- 
ence there is in the advantages offered by different 
schools, it cannot but be disquieting, and sooietimes 
discouraging, to see substantial excellence often 
yielding to empty parade and professions* 

But parents have no sure method of knowing 
which are really good schools, and which furnish 
only shatc, instead of substance. This is one of the 
causes of the perpetual change ofschocdsj which is so 
common, that one might suppose that all the benefit 
of school education was upon the surface^ and that in 
three or six months, every pupil might skim 0Jf the 
advantages of each 'school, and then hasten to ano- 
ther. Whereas it is the fact that it requires nearly 
(sist monthsr for a teacher to learn t^e character, 
habits and wants of a pupil, and thus be onabled to 
adopt that course of discipline mofl| necessary and 
useful* A scholar will find more benefit in remain-^ 
ing stationary, even at an inferior school, than in 
thus gliding ajround from one place to another, and 
giving no opportunity for any instructor to become 
interested in tbe development of mind, or the pro- 
gress of knowledge. This want of a standard for 
judging of the merit of schools occasions another 
evily and that is, the necessity which teachers find 
of yielding their own judgment of what is for the 
bestr interests of ia pupil, either to the wishes of the 
diild, pr the preconceived notions of a parent* A 
school must be popidatjtlLe pupils mpst be pleased, 
aiid the ppents must be plansed, or else it cannpt 
be supported. Parents send their chUdi:en abr^d 
generally iiot for tYi^^snbskmtials of education, but 
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for the finishj and ifv|il(p teachers find the objects of 
. their charges, unprepared in every thing most essen*- 
tial to a good education, yet still the study of the 
' higher branches must be yielded to the wishes of 
parent and child, and thus though the teacher may 
be prepared and desirous to discharge every duty 
properly, it becomes an impossibility, unless the 
prosperity of the school is sacrificed for the pros- 
perity of pupils, who will not understand or appre- 
ciate the sacrifice. It is scarcely, to be expected 
that this sacrifice should often .be made, and thus 
superficiality is generally inscribeil on every acqui- 
sition of modern education. 

Such has been the difiicuUies resulting from this 
source, that the writer can truly say that until the 
present season, she never felt it to be either expedi- 
ent or practicable to be regulated by her own wish- 
es and opinions in directing the studies of the pupils. 
IChx^ present term^ has seen every pupil of the Hart- 
ford Female Seminary members of 4s|asses in Ge- 
ography, Grammar, and Arithmetic, and the point 
has been carried with much less difficulty than was 
_ apprehended. But the writer from this single ex- 
periment is convinced, that what has been effected 
in this school could seldom be done in any institution 
but one of established reputation, until the contti^-t 
nity are more generally aware of the necessity «f it. 
It is almost ini^possible to convince those who have 
come to finish off an education, that it is necessary 
to begin again at the vety fundaiiientalsi and ifyeCt 
they are often very ignorant of branches, which ItBey 

have been stjidyyig ev4Br sihce thev couW read. It 
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is in view of such difficulties that the following ' 
plan has been adopted for this' institution. A regU" 
lar course of study is adopted. Four regular classes 
are formed, and for admission to each a certain de- 
gree ofpro^fidency in certain studies is demanded. A 
certificate of membership to any class is given, 

. only after a strict and thorough examination by tKe 
Principal and the Teachers in the several branches, ^^ 

Hereafter, the fact that a young lady has been a 
member of this Seminary, must be considered as 
no certain indication of a thorough education. But 
the value of the instruction in this institution may 
be tested by the members of the regular classes^ as 
none will receive their testimonials until their 
proficiMcy is such as to satisfy their teachers. 
By this method the responsibility of a deficient 
education must rest with parents and pupils and 
not with the teachers. All shall be instructed in a 
regular and thorough manner who will permit the . 
teachers to follow their own judgment. 

Another fundamental difficulty in education, has 
resulted from the fact that the great principle of 
the Division of Labour, which ensures improvement 
and success in all the several arts and sciences has 
never until very recently, and ,only in a few instan- 
oeSf been introduced into school education* 
' In our colleges, where our elder youth are assem- 

* bled, those whose minds have, to some degree, been 
made discriminating by discipline, and mature by 
age, th^ principle to a'l^nsiderable extent, has 
been introduced, so that ordinarily,^ not more ^han 
one or t^o branches afrft Committed to the care of * 
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one person. But in schools for females, and for 
efiilcfhood, where the mind is very immature, the 
powers of attention weak,, the habits of discrimina- 
tion and investigation unformed, no such division 
of labour has been thought necessary. One teacher 
has been considered sufScient to teach Reading? 
Spelling, Gh-ammar, Geography, Arithmetic, Com- 
position. History, Natural Philosophy, Chemistry, 
and th^e . list in many cases might be extended to 
'^ some eighteen or twenty different branches. Be- 
side this, pupils have been admitted promiscuously, 
at every age and at every stage of advancement, 
so that often several classes must be formed in each 
branch. In addition to all, one room has been con- 
sidered sufficient for every recitation? ani^ every 
school exercise, as well as for the place devoted to 
study* As for apparatus for explanation and illus- 
tration, it has been entirely out of the question ; 
a|id had. it been furnished, it would have been 
' pf little avail to teachers debarred from their duty 
and privilege of communicating knowledge, and 
condemned to spend their whole time in endeavour- 
ing to discover how much pupils have learned from 
hookSf without the aid of a teacher. 

This Institution was established to make the ex- 
periment of th^ benefits of the division of labour in 
a female school of the higher order, and though the 
experiment h^s been but a short and imperfect one, 
•it is believed that it may be presented as an exam- 
ple in proof l;bat a division of labour is the true 
prikn^iple. both of success and of economy in educa- 
tion* But the beneficial c^^ratfon of this, princif^ 
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as lested in this InstitutioQ, cannot be fairly agprp- 
ciated, except by a comparison i/^ith the results dF* 
former anodes of instruction. 

There are obvious reasons why it would be 
both invidious and indecorous to compare this, with 
other schools whicl) have not adopted t|ie same gen- 
eral plan. The only comparison which can be 
made is with the present and former mode of con- 
ducting this school, and a statement of the ^feiTerent 
results, so far as the writer can determine them. 
In attempting this the writer asks indulgence fbr 
speaking so freely of what inay perhaps be caHed 
ber awn affairs. It certainly would be much more 
agreeable, could facts be stated without any allusion 
to any personal concern, that the writer may have 
had in effecting them* 

This school was commenced in the spring of 
the year 1823 by two associate teachers. At 
that time it' *was a general feeling in the com^ 
niufiity that the excellence of a school depended 
in a great degree upon the number of hrandhes 
in which the teacher professed to instruct, and 
also in some measure upon the difficulty and un^ 
commonness of these branches ; so that most of the 
popular advertisements of the day, purpoited that 
one person proposed to teach in from ten to twenty 
different pursuits, and these including often times 
Various languages, and many of the studies pursued 
in our colleges. Incompliance with custom, the 
teachers of this school proposed thus to teach in 
the various departments of literature and science. 

The school increased for two or three years, till 
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gl^ually the number had risen from fifteen to nearly 
one hundred ; thus hidicating that the public at least, 
considered it as good as ordinary schools of that char- 
acter. Being accommodated with only one room, 
not more than two teachers could be employed at 
the same time, and it generally was the case that 
from eight to twelve branches were taught every 
day, beside the exercises in writing, reading, spel- 
ling and upon the slate. In several of these bran- 
ches, owing to difference in age and capacities, one, 
two, or three* classes were necessarily instituted, 
making the number of recitations so great that tiot 
more than eight, ten, or at most fifteen minutes 
could be allowed, even to the most difficult and 
important recitations. 

The teachers spent their time in the following 
inanner. Upon entering the school they commenced 
in the first place the business of keeping in order 
and quietness an assembly of youth,'full of life and 
spirits, aiid many of them ready to evade eveiry 
rale, were not the eye of authority continually upon 
the watch. To this distracting employment (enough 
sometimes to employ a dozen minds) was added the 
labour of hearing a succession of classes at the tate 
of one for every eight, ten, or fifteen minutes. In 
attending to this, no time could be allowed to ex- 
plain or illustrate. The teacher must endeavour 
to discover as quick as possible, if the pupil could 
repeat a certain set of words ; if so, nothing more 
CQutd be expected; if not, some extra stimulous, 
in the form of reproof or inducement ;must be apr 
plied, and then all that the teacher couM do was ac- 
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Complisbed; the next class must come, and thus 
through the day. 

By the time the duties of the day were ov^r, 
the care of governing, the vexations of irregulari- 
ties and mischief, the la][)our of hearing such a 
numbi&r and variety of lessons, and the sickness of , 
heart occasioned by feeling that nothing was done'^ 
weU^ were sufficient to exhaust the animal strength 
and spirits, and nothing more could be ttttemptedi 
till. the next day arose to witness the same round 
of duties. While attempting to t^ach in this man- 
ner, the writer felt that no sibgle duty of a teacher 
could possibly be performed. The pupils could, not 
be taught to read or ^mite or spells though many of 
them came most imperfectly prepared even in these 
very fii^st parts of education. No study could be 
understood by the pupil, nor in a single branch 
could the teacher prepare herself to instruct. All 
was a rounil' of haste, imperfection, irregularity, 
and the mere mechanical commitment of words to 
memory, withotit any chance of obtaining a clear 
and definite idea of a single branch of knowl^i^e. 
The review of those days is like the memory of 
a painful and distracting dream, and nothing but 
the hope of remedy and relief, when time should 
have gained a measure of public approbation and 
confidence, sustained and encouraged, while contin- 
uing the most unremitting efforts to accomplish all 
that could he done in such unfavorable circumstan- 
ces. During the fourth year a communication was 
made to some of the leading citizens of Hartford, 
stating many of the evils which are the conse- 
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q^fiiices of the present modes of condacthig sehooli, 
«and proposing a plan for a remedy. The resdit 
nafB the endowment and incorporation of the Hart- 
ford Female Seminary, the erection of the present 
conV)e|li§at accommodations, and a partial supply «f 
some of the most necessary facilities for in8taniction« 

The following will exhibit some general oudine 
of the method adopted, and of the success which 
has been the result. 

The accommodations consist of one large hall, 
where the pupils assemble for all the general exer- 
cises of the school, and where they are expected to 
study when not engaged in other school duties. Be* 
side this, there are ten other rooms employed for the 
other purposes of instruction, such as a Library, 
Lecture Room and Recitation Rooms. Most of 
these are furnished with black boards, and in some 
cases all the sides of the rooms ai*e devoted to this 
purpose. Eight teachers are employed, and to each 
one, the care of not more than one er two branches 
is committed. Beside these, tfacii^ is a class of 
ei^hi or ten assistant pupils employed, who are pre- 
paring to become teachers, and who have the care 
of instructing one class an hour each day, in some 
particular branch. Each teacher receives her 
classes at regular hours, in a recitation room devo- 
ted excliisively to her use, and is allowed an hour 
for the purpose of hearing and explaining each 
lesson. Each teacher is considered as responsibte; 
for the improvement of all who attend to the study •• 
in which she instructs. It is expected that by r^ad'^ 
ing and study, she will qualify herself to teach it 
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ihorai^Uf Hnd at the close of the term, that Ae 
conduct thd public examination of her classes in 
this particular branch.- ; i-*^ 

Beside the division of labour in the communication * 
of knowledge, one other lucrangement has^gfreatly 
contributed to the best interests of the schooK 
One teacher is, exclusively occupied, ets governess, in 
enforcing the rules of neatness, order, and propri- 
ety, and in administering the government of the 
school. She sits in the Hall which is devoted to 
study, to see that perfect quiet is preserved ; she is 
the person fr6m whom all permissions are sought ; 
she attends to the regular departure and return of 
the classes to and from the recitation rooms ; and in 
short relieves the other teachers from all care ex* 
cept that of communicating knowledge. No ar- 
rangement has more effectually contributed to the 
comfort and prosperity of the institution than this. 

In classing the school, oni^ great object his been 
to have the classes smiM, and to place in the same 
class only thos0 who are equal in intellect, scholar- 
ship, and advancement in each study. By tfais^r- 
rangement no pupil is detained by companions Who 
cannot equal her in progress, nor hurried forward 
to accommodatei others, and obliged to pass ovqt 
her lessons in a superficial manner. And thus 
when a pupil is found capable and willing^ to ad- 
vance faster than her companions, she can ^<b remo^ 
ved to another class and be placed among her 
equals. It has usually been found that in such stu- 
dies as Arithmetic, Geometry and Algebra, from siS: 
to tm pupils are as many as one teacher can 
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pnifitably instruct ih a class, while in such studies 
as Geography and Grammar, the numbers iii the 
classes vary from twelve to eighteen or twenty. ' 
In giving instruction efforts have been made to 
use olfjects of sight j as much as possible, in every 
school exercise. Most operations in Arithmetic, 
Geometry and Algebra, are performed with dialfcs 
on the black boards around the sides of the room^ 

_ • 

The lessons in Geography are accompanied by the 
exercise of drawing a map of the country recited^ 
upon the black board, by every pupil. The maps 
are accurately constructed, by the aid of tabieer 
and graduated measures. In teaching Grammu*, 
Latin, Mental Philosophy, and almost every branch, 
the black board presents its visible signs to aid 
im Mealling ideas. In Chemistry, Natural Phi^ 
losophy, and other branches where apparatus is 
ordinariiy used, this principle is of course adopted. 

Another object aimed at is, not only to communi- 
cate ideas to the pupils, but to prepare * them to 
comnmmcate them properly to others. ' It is with this 
object in view, that the pupils are particularly re<^ 
quired in the branch of Arithmetic (which is consid- 
ered the most difficult and abstruse) to enter- into 
•a^ minute analysis and explanq<tion of every process, 
in order that they may nolronly understand it them- 
selves, but be prepared to epmmunicate it to others. 
In various other school exercises^ the pupils are 
instructed to make this a definite object of atten'o 
tion, as what is eminently fitted to promote tben;^ 
future usefulness. 

It has been a prominent aim with the Principal 
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of this lastitutioD, to hav« viX least Geograph^^ 
Chrammar, Arithmetic, Coioposition, and Mental 
Pbiiosophy taught thptimghly. The ob^ct of Gtmir 
mar is to enable us^to understand and to use Ian- « 
-^guage, and consequently a knowledge of this sdenee 
is one -of the first things demanded in a oourse of 
education where language is to be the chief medi^ 
urn of instruction. The object of the study of 
AriOkmeUcv&toduciflirie the mimii a^d thus prepaj:e 
it to receive and ap|>ly knowledge. The object ot 
practising the art of CompodUem is^ to obtain me- 
thod and facility in communicating ideas to others. 
The ofagiect of attending to Mental Philosophy imd 
Geography is, to gain in the firi^ place a Jknpwledgie 
o( ourtelves. and in the next place, of the world we 
dwell in, and of the fellow beings who inhslbit it. 
Few will assert that (aside from instruction in our 
rdigious duties and relations) any other branches 
are to supersede these in importance, or attention. 
. It has also been an^^hject to prevent-a «i(jp^- 
dal knowledge of these branches. If these fire i^t 
lhorx)iighly understood, nothing is to be consideired 
pf so mu^h importance and therefore noth^ig is 
to I be substituted for them. 

The umomt of knowledge demanded for a (^ 
rough imderjgkmdmg of jiiese branches is a poiiit 
on which there would probably be a considerable 
difference of opinion. That the writer may not be 
misundeirstood it may ,be well to state what is and. 
mh»Xu mt considered by her as. a proper knmkiige 
of these branches. 

Jn Afithmetic, it is not considered suffici^^nt for 
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the pupil by the aid ^fa'' mere mechanical process, 
(the principles of which are no more understood 
than the rules of the black art,) to evolve a correct 
^answer to the several questions proposed, nor to be 
able to perform a mentul openUion and give a cor* 
rect answer, without being able to understand or 
explain the process, by which it is obtained. 

In Grammar it is not considered sufficient to be 
able by long practice to tell the parts of speech^ to 
f^peat a set of definitions, and to learn the places 
where it is pUDpertb say a rule. • 

In Geography, it is not considered sufficient to be 
able merely to repeat the political boundaries, fuid 
physical divisions of the earth, to tell the capitals, 
and various disconnected facts respecting certain 
countries, and to do this with atoleraMe degree of 
accuracy. 

For a thorough knowledge of these branches, and 
such a knowledge as pupils ought to have before 
advancing to higher studpejs, the writer considers 
the following as some outline. 

In Arithmetic^ the pupil ough( to be able to 
perform every mechanical and mental process, 
which is ordinarily collected under all the differ* 
"^Ont rules of this science, tq perform them with 
facMtjff and to accompany every operafkm, with 
a statement of the several principles involved, 
and the rationale of the process adopted. It 
demands that the pupil should not only undet' 
stand every operation and rule, but should learn to 
use concise and appropriate language to express the 
ideas obtained. It Im often the ease that the pupil 
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may gain tolerably clear idea's oi> these subjects, and 
yet fi^ver^tLYn to express them; and having never 
put them in such order in the mind as to be able to 
impart them by words, the principles and operations 
are much more readily forgotten, than if fastened in . 
the mind; by the aid of clear and definite language. 
For this reason, it seems best, that piipildin this sci- 
ence, after obtaining clear ideas, should learn the 
language employed to express them. It will be found 
that this is a most efficient aid in such a science atf " 
arithmetic. In many other branl^es, it seems tm- 
desirable that a form of words should be learned. 
But in a science which demands such clearness and 
conciseness of expression, few pupils can command 
the language required, and must look for aid to 
some mind that has. made this a definite object 
of preparation, and can supply the best selected 
language. 

To meet the views of the writer oii the subject of 
Geography^ the pupil wouli li^e required in the first 
place, to explain the shape of the earth, its annual 
and dittmal-motion, and how these efibct the seasons, 
aiid cause days and nights of various lengths ; to 
point <»ut the several artificial lines on the globe, and 
show their object pud use ; to learn to construct ma|^ 
from accurate oalculations, and to fill up the general 
outlines of the various countries on the globe, with 
a considerable measure of accuracy, from memory 
alone* To be able to take, at random, any country 
on the globe, and tell its latitude and longitude, and 
its comparative size ; to give an account of its geo- 
logical character,. its coast, riviits, lakes and mount* 
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aios; to give an aecount of the general features of 
its scenery, its curiosities, its climate, soil, prpdnc* 
tions, commerce, and mamrfaetures ; to describe its 
principal cities and their location ; to giye^the num-' 
. ber of inhabitants ; their state of civilization; age^ 
neral outline of the mode ofgoirernm^it, the religion 
and the state of literature and edu^tipn. When 
all this can be done in reference to etierycmmfyy^iaaL 
the world, so far as our geographies fanush the 
means, a good knowl^ge of this B<»enee would be 

considered as attained. 

it 

A good knowledge of Chrammar includtes a know- 
ledge of the general furinciples ^q which ianguage is 
eoastrocted, and of the < general peculiarities wUdb 
distinguish our own, from the standard anoknt lan- 
guages. It demands a knowledge of the principles 
of ckis^ification, and of the subject of the arrange^ 
meat of words, and the effect it has in determining 
their signification. It demands that the pupil be 
able to take a/ny sentence in which the sigmficaiwk 
of each wx)rd can be definitely ascertained, and ana-^ 
."^ Ijze it, class the words, 4«and pcunt out the ideas 
each wcHrd is intended to convey, together with^the- 
relations which exist among the several ideas ok- 
pressed. ^ 

" On ihe subject of ComposHiat^ # may be said, 
diat heretofore this has seldom - been made fl» 
object of instrucium. The most common * method 
has been to appoint a time in which a soholar 
must bring to the teacher a camporition" To 
amid the pains and penalties which uwait ^s- 
obedience, the ign^orant and inexperienoed -diiM 
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tal^s pen^ind paper, and ofteiii^mth many sighn and 
tears, isiicceeds in pottibg together various imperfect 
anddiseoimeetedideasy some few of these on the i^ 
pointed subject, and the remainder on any ot}i6r 
topic that, may happen to occur. But ordinarily 
the young mind in such cases, is uAfomished both 
with ideas and with words to express them and is 
thus tasked with more than Egyptian labour. 

The principle which needs to be pursued in teach- 
ing this branchy is first to accustom the child to the 
use oflanguage^ by giving out common words, ex- 
plaimag their meaning, and then teaching the child 
to use them properly in composing short sentences. 

After this method has been pursued tiU the pupil 
has some little command oiLJanguage, a short and 
simple composition on any easy subject, such as a 
dsscfriftiony a story j or a converfoUon^ may reasonably 
be expeeted. 

When the mind becomes somewhat mature, and 
the child has acquired ideas on various subjects, 
and a tolerable vocabulary of words for use, the 
next process is ta tead^ them to think. This can 
be doBOt by giving out leading qu^ums on some 
particular subject and requiring the pupil to write 
an opiman in reply to these questions. After the 
pvpil has thus collected a stock ottiumgkts the next 
fHMMsess is to teach the proper and methodical nr- 
roMgetnent of them.. One method of effecting this 
is (after the pupil has by answering a set of ques- 
tions collected various ideas on one subject) to give 
Si plan or regular division oitYnB same subject under 
several heads, and require the pupil to select from 
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the sMftk acquired,. those ideas that belong to eaeh 
diviium of the subjeet and arrange , them under it, 
and proceed thus till all the xAi^H^ are properly ar-* 
rajj^ed. . , 

Next will succeed the business of teaching the 
pupil to expredl these ideas in handsome and apptor 
priate language* In accomplishing this, the writer 
has found one of the most successful modes to be, 
selecting sentences from classical and elegant wri- 
ters, and requh-ing the pupils to imitate them, in 
what may be cbWgA parodies. A pupil in this way 
will soon catch the elevated style which distin- 
guishes the experienced writer froni the novice. 

These particulars are- mentioned to show tha£ 
this can be made a/f^ular branch of imtructum^ 
and though as yet the writer has not pursued itio 
the extent anticipated, the results of such ineth-- 
ods, and of others similar, though but imperfectly 
attempted, have sometimes bdbn such as to subject 
her to the imputation of some little dishonesty, in' 
exhibiting productions ffom the pen of her, pupils. 
But nothing very wonderful has been achieved 
in this dep^rtJipent ; nothing but, what a great mul- 
titude of youpg^mindpt might accomplish in a simi- 
lar course of instruction. Yet stUl, if these:exhibi- 
tions had been the results of the common mode of 
exacting compositions, there would have been no 
little reason to hesitate whether they were the pro- 
ductions of such young minds. 

/£o obtain a knowledge of all the preceding bran- 
ches, such Q,s has been described, requires a niode 
of instruction very different from fjiy the writer has 
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ev^er seen pursued, where a division of labour ha« 
not been instiCUted. But such an amount as this 
may be obtained it ia far less expense of labour aad 
time, than is now ordinarily deyot^to acquiring a 
very inferior degree of knowledge. '[^ 

It is believed that any pupil of no more than ordi- 
nary capacity, or habits of application, if geograpliy, 
grammar, and arithmetic are taken as the only Stu- 
dies to be pursued, may in one term of five mo/M^i 
obtain such a knowledge as has been described, eV^ 
if they are entirely ignorant of them at the ocnsi* 
mencement. It could not be done by pupils who 
are indolent, averse to stu<}}r^4»# of inferior capadty ^ 
nor by those who are carrying forward other fifif« 
suits at the same time. Bat Itny pupil of oUtdk^f^ 
tntellect who will be faithful in devoting the sdbool 
hours, and two additional hours out of school to stody^ 
may in .five months, with the present modes of n^ 
striiction adopted in this institution, obtain sueb^ a 
knowledge of geography, grammar, and arithmetic^ 
as has been deseribed ; such a knowledge as has 
never yet been possessed^ by any pupils at entering 
this seminary, though few enter \^St|i^t turning 
from these studies with aversion, as ^at have been 
their almoist daily task for years. 

In making this statement, the writer wishes Vb, 
be understood to speak of what can be effeeded at 
the present and in the future time, at this setiiiiiary, 
and not ^hat could have been done at any fbrm^lp 
period. For the increase of e^perienee^ with tito 
teachers, and the increased extent of aceommelltK 
tiotis the Mst yesKg bias b^en such as wit! emVk 
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much more to be accomplished in a given time, than 
at any former period. 

These remarks may illustrate what was at firs^ 
stated, that the. principle of the division of labour, 
was that of economy as well as success. The 
progress of pupils at th^ present time is nearly 
double what it was two years since, at the com-* 
mencement of the present plan of instruction, owing 
to the advantages gained by experience. And the 
writer fully believes, that her scholars at the present 
time^ can gain more ideas that will be .retained, in 
one term of five months, than she could have impart- 
ed in two year 9^ upon the plan in which she first com- 
menced instructing ; so that it would be cheaper and 
<^more advantage tola scholar to attend this insti- 
tution and pay .^n«r times the former price of tuition, 
than it formerly wou}d hi^ve been, to attend her school 
two years at, the ordinary charge.- This is her opin- 
ioUf and how far it may be biased by circumstances, 
ijt must be for others to juf^S^* 
: The results of examinations in this institution, 
when called to class pupils, according to the amount 
of taowledge acquired, are such as would enirprize 
every one, wer^ it fuRy known how much could -have 
been accomplished in those years devoted to study 
hjr the pupils, had proper methods of instruction 
been .adopted. 

As it respects tvriting and spellings but compara- 
tively a sm(dl number have formed a handsome and 
legible hand, but on the contrary many have formed 
such bad habitsio this art, that it is almost impossi- 
ble to overcome them. A large niunber of the pl^lils 
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si entrance, cannot rank as even decent spellers^ and 
* " a still larger number, cannot be called accurate and 
thorough in this department. 

In regard to readings very few who enter can be 
ealled good readers, in any sense of the word, and 
scarcely any vfould rank thus, if any thing more is 
inchided in that etppellafidn, than loud and distinct 
enunciation, and a regular fall of the. voice at a 
period. A monotonous jnode of reading is almost 
invariable among all wh# enter. 

\n grammar^ it is usually the case, that after se- 
lecting those best prepared, including usually not 
halfoS those that enter, even among this select num* ' 
ber, not one quarter can explain and apply the defi* 
nitioa9 of grammar, so as to indicate that they have 
ever attached any definite Ideas to the words em- 
ployed. It generally appears that the greater part 
of them, have not learned so much as to be able to- 
tfiU ike parts of speech^ or ft> repeat all the definitions 
correctly. Few have any clear and definite ideas on 
the subject, and none possess such acknowledge as 
has been described as requisite to understanding 
grammar properly. 

' As a specimen of the careless manner in which t 

geography is studied, it may be stated, that it is ^' 
very seldom the case, that pupils, at entrance, really '^ *- 
understand what is meiant hj latitude and hmgiituSs. 
' Most wolild explain it. thus : '* They are lines drawn 
north and south, or . east and west on the map." «^ 

Some would say, >^ latitude is distance from the 
equator either north or south, and longitude is dis* 
tance from any given meridian east or west." This 
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language seems ^sufficiently correct, but wbeu ques- 
tioned as to the meaning of '^ m^eridian," ^' equatof '' 
and the object of drawing such lines, in mos/t cadeiiy 
it will plainly appear that their knowledge is »^^ * 
wardSj to which no definite ideas are attached. |^ 
• i is true, however, in regard to geogra]^y, that pufnls 
generally do^cquire a knowledge of many fadl^^^St 
that they are less deficient than in any other branch ; 
yet it is melancholy to' find how many years may be 
spent to almost no purppse in^ining what with 
proper modes of instruction, might be taught in a 
**• * few weeks. 

Respecting Arithmetic^ it may be ^said to be a 
general fact, that pupils at entrance understand 
naQnifng about it as a science^ and but very little as a 
tnechamcal procesi. Alarge number at entrance do 
not know the multiplication table. A still larger 
jmMm . have never finished what are called the 
** ground rules." A ver^ivffew have proceeded to the 
" Rufe of Three," and a few, by some unaccounta- 
ble perseverance, have strolled beyond this almost 
unfrequented bound&flf. But as to the i«iMS^«toiii^ 
ing'tLOf one part of arithmetic thoroughly, it is very 
f Hi^om the case an instance caii be found. In nu- 

meration, the very commencement of artthm#|je, 
" fecar^^e ftny at entrance are found who thoroughly 
uq^hi:ptand its pripeiples, and are able to explain or 
lo perform its mdst difficult operations* If then in 
^ an^ institution which receives pupils from the best 

families and from all parts of our country, and at an 
age not under twntv^ such facts really exist, in re- 
gard to the very fimdamentah of education^ is there 
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* not, soHie radical defect in present systems of educa- 
^tifiiL which needs tOrbe sought out for remedy, and. 
tvrtllnot the writer be e::i^ciised for the freedom used 
iii%fci8(g these details? 

-vlh Mme of the preceding statements, and in th^ 
BSipression of detain, opinions, the writer feels that 
^he^is under peculiar disadvantages, esffecially with 
a class of indi¥idua}i»«whose approbation mnd co-ope- 
ration she is peculiarly desirous to secure. She feels 
that the sentiments and plans she urges upon public 
notice, a^^e those in which all teachers have a common 
interest, and it would be a matter of deep regfet, 
if any thing be advanced, either by matter or man- 
ner, which should awaken prejudice, or excite any 
painful feelings among those who ought to be united, 
as one, in promoting the best interests of the rising 
youth of our country. 

The writer would acknowledge her liability |0 
over-value improvements made under her immediate 
care and observation, and her liability to forget, or 
not to notice, thataf others alsa^ may b^ feeling aqd 
acting on exactly the same plans and principlcis as 
affect her own mind ; and also that others may ha^e 
accomplished 97iare and greater improvement^Jllian 
batf# fallen under her own notice and kifluente. 
. She fears that under the influence of strong inteiQgpt 
. ^nd partiality, some things may ha vb; escaped which 
Hidll produce false impressions on those whom she 
wotdd desire to claim as friends and fellow labour- 
ers. Lest this might be the case, some explanations 
and qualifications may be allowc^..;' 

In what precedes, or what follows, the writer does 
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not wish to have it supposed that the views she pre* 
sents are new discoveries^ which have not often occnr'* 
red to the minds of others ; on the contrary, she has 
reason to believe from conversation and correspond- * 
. ♦ ence with those engaged in similar pursuits, that 

they are not uncommon, but would meet the opinions 
and approbation of the majority of the best and most 
experienccfd teachers, and have often been advoca- 
ted by them, though circumstances and the voice of 
friends have not called them to do it in so public a 
m manner. What is communicated is not int^ded fior 

^ 4ll&e information of teacher Sj but to contribute some 
' little aid in causing the public to reitlize what teach- 
^ ers must at first discover, and feel. 

She wishes also to have it understood^ that when 
speaking of facts that illustrate the defects of present 
sjfStems ofeducatioUy she does not necessarily incltide 

the idea that such defects are to be found in all schools 

> 

and institutions of learning, for there are exceptions 
to cfvery general assertion on almost all subjects. 

^ There are institutions where the division of labour 

to a greater or less extent has been adopted, where 

* teachers are admirably qualified for their duties, 

and ^ where some of the wisest and most judicious 
* plans for improvement originate and are executed. 
Yet' these exceptions are such a limited number 
that it does not forbid the idea of speaking of the 
great and lamentable * deficiencies in the mode o^ 
conducting education, as a common fact, to wkich 
there are a few exceptions. 

When speaking. of the deficiencies discovered in 
the examinations of pupils entering the instftution 
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ua^cr her care, the writer does not wish it to be 
supposed, that it is pupils from other schools only 
4faat are found thus deficient. It is the most painful 
part of the tryth, that such deficiencies are found 
amonfg her own former pupils, and the fault is not 
that of teachers ]a\xt of systems* 

In speaking of mothers and of teachers as not ha- 
ving been in the years devoted to education, definitely 
prepared for their /uture duties, it is not intended 
that there are not many mothers and teachers, who 
by uncommon talents and good sense have accom- 
plished more than many others might do with such 
adyantages as are desired. But these are excepf^f»^^ 
->.■ %nd it is such persons who ordinarily most sensibly 
feel their deficiencies, and the want of such opportu- 
nities as they never enjoyed who would most highly 
value and desire such improvements for their chil- 
dren and successors. And these are the persons 
also who could best testify how much perplexity and 
anxious efibrt would have been saved, and how 
much their usefulness and happiness been increased, 
by such early advantages in the course of educatiop, 
as were never bestowed. 

But it is believed that before education can be 
broi^ht to that degree of perfection of which it is 
susceptible, the principle of <^ tne division of labour" 
must be carried out into some very important par- 
ticular^ which as yet have been neglected. It has 
been found by experience what a wonderful advance 
is gained, both in science and in the arts, by com* 
mitting^to the care of one person, only one or two 
departments^ and this is the only way in which 
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great improvements have beei>.«nid^« But iq no 
kiBtttiitioif 4^ one country has it* ^en the particular 
department of any person to ascertain.und correct 
mental iceaJmesses and defects ; neithl^ has it been 
thus in reference to what is still more important, 
the forrnatUm and correction of morai habits and feel* 
inge. These things have been the business of every 
body J and thus attended to by no one. And while 
that part of education, which consists in the mere 
communication of knowledge, had been divided and 
subdivided again and again, the health of the body, 
t1)^ personal habits and manners, the mental defects^ 
the moral feelings and character have not been con- 
sidered worthy the special care of any one. Just 
as if mere knowledge were all that is required to 
form a human mind for its temptations and conflicts 
in this life, and for glory, honor land immortality 
in the life to come. 

It is true that the acquisition of knowledge has an 
indirect effect in developing the mental faculties, 
aM'formiBg the moral character. But some more 
direct influence than this is demanded. Every mind 
has its peculiar defects and excellencies, and needs 
an experienced mind to examine, to strengthen, to 
repress and to dire^ in the developement of its 
powers. 

It has not been from mere theory, bij|||s the result 
of observation and expe^ence, that the Opinion has 
been adopted, that however great may be the differ- 
ence of capacities in different individuals^ yet the 
faci^ties of the sa/meTrdnd^ may by proper cMtare be 
all nearly equally developed. An ordinary mind, 
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. e^noot, by any proeei^s, be made a supesim^iH^ ; but 
where we see indications, of any extraordinary taleiiti 
every other faculty may by proper culture be brou^hl 
to nearly ^qual perfection, provided the task be un- 
dertaken, before the mind is too far developed aiid 
advanced. There is no dispute on the point that 
some minds naturally have a strong bias for certaiji^ 
pursuits ; that under the influence of this preposses- 
sion, these favorite objects occupy the mindi and 
thus strengthen and develope the particular facuttifi^, 
which are thus kept in constant exercise ; but tfjis 
does not decide that if extra stimulus were f^>pUed 
to exercise and improve the other faculties, they 
might not advance in nearly equal proportion. The 
only difficulty to be apprehended is, that the natural 
bias may prove more powerful than any applied 
stimfihis^ , 

But the common and almost universal method 
adopted, i^th by parents and teachersi, when my 
particular taste or bias has been the meanfi of ren*^ 
derifig some particular faculty, of mind predomioant 
and distinguished, has been, to bestow ftll the eare 
of ealtivati^ in developing it more fully, while 
other powers of mind which no particular predile<>- 
f ion calls into exercise, are left to inactivity and 
negleet* Thus the mind becomes iFjregular ai|d 
distorted, and ail that is gj||^d in one particular 
is lost in others, perhaps of superior, importance* 

if it be elaimed that it is necessary to the impr^f^ 
mmd of^fi sever&l arts and sciewees^ that mm sboii^^ 
turn his attention exclusively to some one pHr^ieiihir 
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dept^^^xA^^^hd thus prevent the isquilibriutn of 
character desired, it may be granted to one sex, but 
it is not necessary for woman. On the oOntrary, a 
ioell balanced mind is the greatest and best prepara- 
tive for her varied and complicated duties. Womap, 
in her sphere of usefulness, has an almost 'equal need 
of all the several faculties. She needs the discriimi- 
hation, tlie solidity, and the force of character which 
the cultivation of the reasoning powers confers ; she 
nfetfds the refinement of taste, the chastened glow of 

L "imagination, the powers of quick perception, and' of 
.ready invention. Which of these shall we say a 
woman may dispense with in preparing herself for 
JTuture duties. 

May we not ascribe to this defect in education, the 
not unreasonable prejudice which has existed against 
learned ladies. Those who* have been ambitious to 
maintain that character, by following the bias of a 
ltei^1*y tasite, too often have cultivated cdytain pow- 
;43rs of *^%d iib a disproportionate extent, and de- 
itrbylli^that true balance of mind which is so neces- 
sary for a woman, in forming a just estimate of her 
relative duties, as well as for the faithful discharge 
of them. ^ 

From this cause the fact has not seldom occurred, 
that females of only ordinary talents and deficient 
education, in all^wonian's /rtr^ duties and honours, 
have far outshone ti^se of uncommon natural gen- 
ius, Hided by unc^ii^n cultivation. Had these rare 
talents been properly developed, a^d the juft balance 
of mind duly preserved, they might have shone with 

^^mestic h«d|furs not inferior to those too ardently 

* desired llHlary <fi|^inctions. 
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. Opportunities for experiment in tbfft, institution 
have been comparatively very small, but eilougji bas 
|>eeo effected) to convince the writer that much more 
might be effected in producing a well balanced mind 
than has ever yet been supposed, and that in an in* 
stitution for females, it is a subject of such impor- 
tance as to demand the definite and particular atten- 
tion of a judicious and experienced teacher, who lias 
discrimination and interest sufficient to discover 
mental weaknesses and defects, and ingenuity and 
perseverance in attempting their remedy. W^rf 
this the prominent object of her department, she 
would be led to devote her energy and enthusiasm 
to a subject which certainly is of as much impor-* 
tance as any improvements in natural science. 

But the most important and most neglected de- 
partment in education still remains unfilled, and 
UDSUStained in all our institutions for education*. 
We have* yet to learn what could be effected, lyere 
the cultivation of the social feelings, atic} the forma; 
tion and correction of the moral character and habitf^ 
the distinct department of one person, wlia should 
by talents and es^perience be suitably qualified. To 
fill such a station, it would indeed task to their ut- 
most limit all the powers of intellect, the resources 
of knowledge and the affections of the heart. 
.. The writer holds that it ought to be a maxim in 
education, that there is No psI?ect in charac- 

TER, HABITS, OR MANNERjP, BUT IS SUSCEPTIBLE 

OF REMEDY. Heretofore it has 4oq often been the 
case, that teaphers and guardians of youth, when 
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:they have found bad hidiits and baddi^iositHMisexift' 
ting in their papik, hare fek that these were evOs that 
thej most learn to bear wUk and comtroL, Mdier than 
pecafiaiitied which most be cmred and eradieaiuL 
But thisisnotso. Let a teacher hare sufficient time 
and fiidlities affi»rded« let her make this a definite 
tetjjf express olgect, let her seek to learn from the 

. experience of odiers the Tarious operaticms ot the 
human mind, let her studj the various methods of 
ccmtroling the understanding, the consrience, luid 
the natural affections, and there is scarce any thing 

^ she maj not hope to effect. A selfish disposition can 
be made generous ; a morose temper can be made 
kind ; a reserved character can be made open and 
firank; an indolent mind can be stimulated to ae- 
tivit J ; pettishness and ill-humour can be changed 
to patient cheerfulness ; a stubborn and unsubdued 
spirit can be made docUe and tractable ; vanity and 
heedless levity can be subdued ; negligence in dress 
and persoaal habits can be remedied; uncouth or 
^sagreeable manners or habits can be cured ; tuq^ 
iking can be effected in a mind endued with reason, 
conscience, and affection, if proper efforts are made, 
and proper lacilities afforded. 

And this can be made to appear consistent 
with reason and the laws of the human mind. All 
intelligent beings are formed with a supreme de- 
sire for happiness, and are continually regulated 
by this principle. It is not because men are not 
all seeking happiness, as the clyid^f aim, that so 
few find it, but it is because so lew seek it in 
the right paOL The Author of our being has so 
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regulated the dispensations of his Providoace, and' 
the conatttation of our moral, intellectual, and physi^ 
cat natures, that doing rights on the whole, does tend 
to promote the happiness of every individual in aU 
cases, even in this world, and doing wrong,* does even^ 
tnally lead to a diminution of enjoyment. When- 
ever, then, the human mind can, by reason or per- 
suasion, foe brought to feel that the path of rectitude 
is the path of happiness, no other motives ean operate 
so powerfully ; for happiness will be sought wherer- 
er it is believed that it €an be found. 

But on Ihese subjects men are more regulated by 
passion, and by Uind propensities, than by the &/^ 
tates of reason and conscience. Men believe they 
can find happiness where they mi^ to find it, rather 
than where reason and conscience would lead. No 
calm observer of human nature would deny, that the 
wishes and feelings of llie heart take the leifd in the 
regulation of our conduct, and that the understands 
ing; and conscience follow. 

What then should we say^ reasoning a^-priori, man 
the true way to influence the human mind to de 
ri^t. Would it not be to gain the affections first, 
and then by the aid of these, to endeavour to eo&«* 
vince the reason, that the way of rectitude wim the 
path of happiness, and at t4ie same time to lirge 
the conscience with the obligations of duty f This 
^ubtless, without experience, we should judge 
would be the most successful course. But we are 
jTot left to theoif. alone ; we do find from universal 
experience, thlit affection can govern the human 
mind with a sway more powerful thaA the authority 
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of reason, or the voice, of conscience. Let the affec* 
tions then be gained,* and reason and conscieBee^ 
that point out the path of rectitude as the path of 
true happiness, even Jot this toorld^ will be heard 
and obeyed. 

Let us suppose an. institution where the pupils 
are all members of the same family, and in this es* 
tablishment one teacher of suitable qualifications 
devoted to the formation and regulation of the 
moral character and the social feelings. Let it then 
become a prominent object with this teacher to gcun 
the ' confidence and afiection of the pupils. In ac- 
complishing this it would be indispensable that all 
the benevolent and generous affections of her own 
heart should be cultivated and iQ active exercise. 
Let her endeavour to discover all the good and it^ 
teirestiiig traits inthe character of her pupils that she 
may become r^a% interested in them and thus reg- 
ulated by^a^<?cffoa in all her efforts for them. This 
is the only way to secure their confidence and to 
make them feel that all that is said and done Uk 
the offspring of kindness and intended for their 
happiness. Let her also endeavour to make them 
acquainted with her men peculiar characteristics and 
feelings, and thus gain their esteem, and affection ; 
let her come to them with all the authority of a 
teacher, the affability of a companion, and the affec- 
tion of a friend, and whatmight she not accomplish 
in correcting bad habits and forming good ones ? 
In addition to this, let her be able 'to commaad - 
the aid and co-operation of all t|^e other teas- 
ers of the institution. From them she can learii 
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their failings and their improvement, and to them 
commuhicate her views, and direct those efforts and 
that moral suasion which can be used by others as 
well as herself in restraining and correcting faults. 

Let a young person be brought into close contact 
with a friend to whom both obedience and respect 
are felt to be owed, let her perceive that her virtues 
are^ viewed with pleasure, that her faults are look- 
ed upon with forbearance, and sought out only to be 
corrected, let her feel that it is expected that she 
will discover her faults and correct them, . let her 
perceive thfat she has gained a warm interest in the 
affection of her teacher so that her improvement 
will impart real pleasure and her negKgence gif« 
pain to a friend she cannot but love and respect, and 
the influence ^of such a teacher can become almost 
unbounded. There is no heart so cold, no temper 
so bad, no disposition so uhtameable, but that the- 
voice of affection, appealing to the reason and con- 
science and sustained by acknowledged authority 
cim sway and subdue. It will be found that true 
art of government is to gain the affections and with 
these to govern the understanding and the will. 

There are few, except those who have tried some 
experiment on this subject, who can realize how 
much can .be done to form, a conscience and to reg- 
ulate the conduct by its dictates, even before reli- 
gion regulates the soul. Continual ^peals to the 
Bible as the standard of right and wrong, a con- 
stant recognition of the presence of God, and of 
4n]r accountability to him, do^ in process of time, 
affect even the most thoughtless and hardened. A 
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conBeience may be formed where almost all sigjoB 
of its existence ba^ become extinct, and it is 
wonderful to find, when proper care and effort can 
be bestovKtod, how readily the young mind can be 
brought t(f feel the pr<^riety and excellence of being 
habitual^ regylated hy principle. Oh when in our 
schools and institutions for youth, shall such care 
and attention as is even now devoted to the com- 
munication of the ^' knowledge" which is soon to 
'' pass away," fo4 giveA to aid in the formation of 
thi|t moral character which^ to decide our happi- 
ness both for this and the future world* . 

These ^iews may perhaps be considered by many 
Ipi^thjB resiil^ of enthusiasm, as an agreeable theory, 
I94ll6r than the f^ductions of experience. All that 
can be said in reply to such surmisiS, is, that it has 
been the observation of fads and the success though 
^but imperfect, of efforts i^de under many of the most 
disadvantageousjcitciJimstances, that have led to the 
adoption of the foregoing sentiments, and the writer 
thinks that no one can fairly judge what can be done 
till they have seen the tri^ made. This no one 
will pretend as yet has ever been the case. When 
teachers bestow as much labour of mind, time and 
effort, in regulating the habits, manners, disposi- 
t|pps, social intercourse, and moral character of 
tiieir pupils as is now devoted to giving them a 
knowledge of geography, grcfrnmar attd arithmetic, 
it is probaMfc that the community will be better 
prepared to judge of the practicability of such inb- 
provements as the writer believes to be attainable. 
Teachers when they find a pupil ignorant expect Jfh 
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make them well informed ani, exert themselves with 
the expectation of attaining ttiis object. But when 
thejTfind them unamiable, self willed, unsocial, self- 
ish, unprincipled, or disagreeable, do th^ as often 
eospect to make them amiable, docile, affable, affec- 
tionate, consdentious and agreeable ; and thus make 
this a definite object of interest and effort ? 

Another defect in education has arisen from the 

« ■ * 

fact, that teachers have impended, too much upoik 
authority^ and too little upon the affections, in guid- 
ing the objects of their care. It is not uncommon to 
^ee teachers in their mtercourse with pupils, feeling 
it necessary, to maintain a dignity and reserve, wbi^h 
keeps their scholars at such a distance as prevent* 
all assimilation of feeling and interest. 

But if teachei^ possess such a character as, when 
known, entitles 16 respect ; if they are firm'^nd deci-^ 
ded in making and enforciiH^ the regulations that are 
necessary ; if they take sufiicieai pa^s to show their 
pupils that every regulation has their comfort and 
improvement as the primary object ; if they can gain 
their confidence and alTection, the decided and dic- 
tatorial voicf of authority is seldom required. A 
request, is the most effectual command ; a kind and 
affectionate remonstrance, the most severe reproof. 
Teachers can mingle with pupils as companionf, 
and gain a thousand times more respect and 
influence than could be gained at the most ele- 
vated and imposing distance. And« they can 
cause the principles of assimilation and imitlttioiii^ 
which are so powerful in forming the young mind, 

t/> act only in familiar contact with those committed 
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to their care ; and for this very reason every teacher 
of youth needs to make the cultivation of easy, af- 
fectionate and affable manners, an object of especial 
attention. But while alluding to this defect, it ought 
to be remembered, that often times teacheris are so 
oppressed with care iEind responsibility, and their 
efforts are so constantly needed in discharging other 
duties, that it is impmsible to seek a frequent ^and 
'familiar intercourse with their pupils. Yet still it 
is believed, that if teachers generally would make 
this a definite ob/ect of attentioii and effort, more than 
double tte influence could be exerted over the minds 
ofHheir charge ; for the mshes of a beloved teaclier, 
have unspeakably more influence, than the authority 
of one who is 'always beheld only at a respectful 
distance. 

For tkese and other reasons, it seems of great 
importance that the formation of the female charac- 
ter should be con[ii!nitted to the female hand. It 
will be long, if ever, before the female mind can 
boast of the accurate knowledge, the sound judg- 
ment, and ready discrimination which the other sex 
Ttaaj claim. But if the mind is to be guided chiefly 
by means of the affections ; if the regulation of the 
disposition, the manners, the social habits and the 
moiral feelihgs, are to be regarded before the mere 
acquisition of knowledge, is not tcomanheat fitted to 
accomplish these important objects. Beside this, 
in order tto secure the correction and formation of 
int'eHilbtual and moral chai'acter which is deemed so 
important, it is necessary that a degree of famil- 
ittxity of intercourse, at all times and places, an 
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intimate knowledge of feelings, affections, and weak- 
nesses be sought by a teacher, which is not practi- 
cable or proper for one of the other sexto attain. 

It may be said, and said truly, that womeq are 
not prepared by sufficient fcn^^dge to become teach- 
ers in many branches. But they can be prepared^ 
and where they are not so well qualified as one of 
the other sex, they so often ji^cel in patience and 
persevering interest, as to inore than coiinter-bal-;^ 
ance the deficiency. * . • 

JThe writer cannot but believe, that all female 
^sjtitutions, for these and many other reasi^ ought 
to beuconducted exclusively by females, $p soon as 
suitable teachers of their mm sex can be prepared* And 
is it not an indication that such is the wi)l of FrQvi- 
denqe, when we see a profession^ offering influence* 
respectability and independance, thrown opiffci to wo- 
man?. Until this day no other profession xould with>V 
propriety admit the female aspiraij^t, nor till this day 
has the profession of a teacher been the road to 
honour, in^uence, an(} emolument. But the feel- 
ings of enlightened society are fast changing on this 
momentous subject. Men of learning, genius^ and 
enterprise are entering this long neglected profess- 
ion, bringing the aid of thoir honours, influence, and 
talents to render it both lucrative and respectable. 
The time is not far distant when it will become iuq 
honourable profession, a|id beneath its liberal ported, 
woman is gladly welcomed to lawful aH^ unsul^ed 
honours. Here, all that stimulus of motive which 
animates the other sex in their several prpfessipR£^, 
may be applied to quicken and animate her ener- 
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gies. She also, can discern before her the road to 
hononrable independance, and extensive usefulness, 
where she need not outstep the proscribed bounda- 
ries of feminine modesty^, nor diminish one of those 
retiring graces that must ever constitute her most 
attractive charms. 

Woman has been but little aware of the h^h 

incitements that should stimulate to the cultivation 

^ of her noblest powers. The world is no longer to 

' be governed by phyiicdl force, but by the influence 

which mind exerts over mind. How are the great 

springs of action in the political world put in mo^ 

tion ? Often by the secret workings of a singl^mind, 

that in retirement plans its schemes, and comes 

forth to execute them only by presenting motives of 

prejudice, passion, self-interest or pride to operate 

.on other^minds- 

Now ther world is chiefly governed by motives that 
men are ashamed to oum. When do we find manAiind 
acknowledging that their efforts in political life are 
the offspring of pride, and the desire of self-aggran- 
dizement, and yet who hesitates to believe that this 
is true ? ^ 

But there is a class of motives that men are not 
only willing, but proud to own. Man does not will- 
ingly yield to force ; he is ashamed to own he can 
jrield to fear ; he will not acknowledge his motives 
of pride, prejudice, or passion. But none are un- 
willipg to bwn they can be governed by reason^ even 
the worst will boast of being regulated by conscience^ 
and where is the person who is ashamed to own the 
influence of the kind and generous emotions of the 
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heart. Here then is the only lawful field for the 
amhiti6n of our sex. Woman in all her relations is 
bound to " honour ^nd obey'' those on whom she de- 
.pends for protection and support, nor does the tsilly 
feminine mind desire to exceed this limitatidh of 
Heaven. But where the dictafes of authority 
may never controul, the voice of reason and af- 
fection, may ever |^onvince and persuade ; and 
while others govern by motives that mankind are 
ashamed to own, the dominion of woman may be 
based on influence that the ^ heart is proud to ack- 
nowledge. 

And if it is indeed the truth, riiat reason and con- 
science guide to the only path of happiness, and if 
affection will gain a hold on these powerful princi- 
ples which can Ite attained no other way, what high 
and holy motives are presented to woman for cultiva- 
ting her noblest powers. The^evelopement of the 
reasoning faculties, the facinations of a purified ima- 
gination, the charms of a cultivated taste, the quick 
perceptions of an active mind, the power of exhibit- 
ing truth and reason, by perspicuous, and anit^ated 
conversation and writing, ail these can be employed 
by woman as much as by man. And with these at- 
tainable facilities for gaining influence, woman has 
already received from the hand of her Maker those 
warm affections and quick susceptibilities, which can 
most surely gain the empire of the heart. 

Woman has never wakened to her highest desti- 
nies and holiest hopes. She has yet to learn the pu- 
rifying and blessed influence she may gain and main- 
tain over the intellect and affections of the human 
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mind. Thougli she may not teach.fk>m the portico, 
nor thunder from the forum, in her secret "T^re- 
ments she may form and send (brth the sages that 
44t«H govern and renovate the miorld. Though |4|i^^ 
maf not gird herself for bloody conflict, nor soumi^ 
the trumpet of f^ar, she may en wrap herself in the 
panoply of Heaven, and send the thrill of benevolence 
through a thousand youthful Jiearls. Though she 
may not enter the lists in legal collision, nor sharpen 
her intellect an}^ the passions and conflicts of men, 
she may teach the law pf kindness, and hush up the 
discords and conflicts o^ life. Though she may not 
be cloathed as the ambassador of Heaven, nor min- 
ister at the altar of God ; as a secret angel of mercy 
^he nfty teach its will, and cause to ascend the hum* 
ble, but most accepted sacrifice. 

It is believed that the time is coming, when edu- 
cated femsles will iidt be satisfied with the present 
objects of their low ambition. When a woman now 
leaves the immediate business of her own education 
how often, how generally do we find her sinking 
d^wllffkito almost useless inactivity. To enjoy the 
social circle, to accomplish a little sewing, a little 
reading, a little domestic duty, to while away her 
hours in self-indulgence, or to enjoy the pleasures of 
domestic life, these are the highest objects at which 
many a woman of elevated mind and accomplished 
education aims. And what does she find of suffi- 
cient interest or importance to call forth her cultiva- 
ted energies and warm affections ? 

But when the cultivation and developement of 
the immortal mind shall be presented to woman as 
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her especial aqd delightful duty, an4 that too, what-' 
ever he her reloMons in life f when by example, and by 
experience she ^all have learned her power over 
the intellect and the affections : when the enthusiagm 
'that wakens energy and interest in all other profesdr 
ions shall animate in thia; then ^ shall not find 
woman returning from the precincts of learning and 
wisdom, merely li^pass lightly away the bright hours 
of her maturing youtfe. We shall not so often find 
her seeking the light device to embroider on muslin 
and lace, but we shall see her, willi the delighted 
glow of benevolence, seekijlg for immortal minds, 
whereon she may fasten durable and holy impress- 
ions, that shall never be effaced or wear away. 
Where does the painter or the poet turn, without 
-finding in the glowing beauties of nature mdterials*^ 
to employ their vfonder-working powers ; and where 
can woman' turn, without discovering. J^e gems of 
lintellect, and buds of imniorti^lity, that she maj^ 
gather and train for the skies f « . « 

There are certain other defects in the present sys^ ♦ 
tem of education which are peculiar to those Jarge 
establishments in our country called hoarding schofM. 

The evils which many times result from col- 
lecting together a large number of youth, of all 
ages, characters, and habits, in one promiscuous 
family, associating in an unrestrained manner, at 
school, in the chamber, at table, and in hours of 
amusement, are often much greater than any pos- 
sible good which can be secured. 

A boarding establishment might be so arranged 
as to become one of the safest resorts for pliant 
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childhood and youth, and it may also become one 
of the most pernicious tind 'destructive. Among 
the evils which have often attended boarding 
schools these may be mentioned. The pupils have 
^ot been sufficiently restrained by the society and 
constant care of teachers ; they have been allowed 
to associate together as fancy and circumstances, 
dictate, the evil have not been s(y[>arated from the 
good, and no special care taken to prevent the 
contamination of bad example. The pupils have 
been herded tibgether several in one room, and 
thus neither their cc^fort or improvement con- 
sulted. Sufficient attention has not, in many cases, 
been given to providing comfortable accommoda- 
tions and a sufficiency of good and palatable food ; 
' * ' thus dccasioning ill humor, discontent, a habit of 
dishonesty in purloining food, and fhen in concealing 
'the deed. Add to all this the fact, that the bustle, con- 
fusion and excitement of such a scene unfits the mind 
^ for the sober exercise of its powers, and for the per- 
^ #e>rmance of regular duty ; while those opportunities 
> for solitude and reflection which under the paternal 
sbof almost every child can find, are necessarily and 
entirely precluded. 

In order to have a boarding establishment such 
as it needs to be, the comfort and happiness of the 
pupils should be consulted in every thing that is rea- 
sonable. Pleasant and airy chambers, convenient and 
neat acconunodations, good and healthy food, and a 
plenty of it, should not be wanting. Not more than 
two pupils should ever be allowed to room together, 
and in the selection of room-mates, the discretion 
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of the teachers and not the fancy of pupils shopldreg* 
ulate* ^Whenever the wishes of pupils can be grati- 
fied by a choice of a xoom-mate without any fear of 
evil to either party, it is desirable ; but in many cases 
it is indispensable that the judgement of a teacheri 
and not the wishes of ^ child should decide this im- 
portant'question. For in many cases the destiny of 
a whole life may be materially changed by the ha- 
bits and character of a room-mate ; and this subject 
needs to be an object of especial care with teachers. 
Another consideration might be mentioned, which 
with a christian mindi would have great weight. No 
person pught ever to be placed in such a situation, 
as, by circumstances, to be debarred from every op* 
port unity for attending to the most interesting and 
important duties to an immortal spirit, which continu- 
ally is needing wisdom and guidance from above* Yet 
the inhabitants of most boarding establishments can 
never find solitude without walking abroad to seek 
«)|^ It is hoped that the day is not far distant, when 
such establishments will be built on christian prinei' 
pks^ so that while a comfortable supply is provided 
for temporal wants, it shall not be necessaryto starve 
the immortal part. 

But in order most surely to efiect that improve^- 
ment which it should be the object of all such insti- 
tutions to secure, it is important that there should be 
such regulations, that at all hours of free and unre- 
strained intercourse among the pupils, their teachers 
should always be associated with them. If teachers 
succeed in gaining the affection and confidence of 
their pupils, this would be an arrangement mutually 
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desirecbby both parties, and woidd make the hours of 
relaxation prove both the happiest, and in Hiany re-^ 
spectsthe most \iseful hours of the day* These are 
the hours of access to the heart ; the hours in which 
character is developed, and in which opportunities for 
exerting beneficial influence are continually occurring. 
A teacher who knows how to influence the human 
mind, and who loves the useful exercise of this power, 
would regret the loss of these opportunities more than 
of almost any other ; and one who has enjoyed the 
pl^iisant in|;ercourse which may subsist between 
teacher and pupil, would seek such opportunities 
merely for personal gratification, independent of 
higher objects. 

Another defect in regard to female education 
is, inattention to those habits and employments 
which relate to a woman's domestic pursuits. There 
was a time when the only object of woman's educa- 
tion seemed to be, to prepare her for an active, eco- 
nomical and accomplished housewife^ and no int^' 
lectual refinement or erudition was esteemed of any 
value, but rather a disadvantage. Mankind, per- 
haps, are now urging to the other extreme ; and in 
regarding the intellect are beginning to overlook the 
future duties and employments of domestic life. It 
is true a well cultivated and well regulated mind is 
the hest preparative for such duties, but it is not the 
only one. A womdn needs to form habits of method, 
regularity, order and economy in youOi^ or she pro- 
bably will not be prepared for the proper discharge 
of future duties. The comfort and respectability 
of every family depend upon the existence of these 
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qualities in that female ii^nd which directf its do- 
meftie arrangementi^ and the habits of her who ful- 
fils «cich duties, are usually to a greater or less de*^ 
gree perpetuated in those who fall under her influ- 
ence and care. * ^ ^ 

The observation of the writer on this subject has 
led her to feel that there Is a lamentable neglect of 
these particulars, in regard to female education. Jt 
is not so often the case, as could be desired, that 
young ladies are found, who have formed habits of 
neatness, order and regularity in the care of their 
person, room and employments, Many of those 
who fall under the observation of the writer, are 
4i§oieBt in the art of using the needle with neat- 
ness and despatch, and very seldom is it the case, 
that young ladies have either sufficient ingenuity or 
experience to cut and make those articles of dress 
usually made by the female hand. 

This is a subject to which the writer thus alludes, 
i)rom the belief that tea^chers^ as well as parents, need 
to direct more attentiOft.to a remedy^ of evils which 
already are the consequences of such neglect. There 
is no doubt but that if suitable attention is given to 
this subject, teachers can accomplish much in the 
formation of such habits, and preparation for such 
duties, as are indispensable to domestic order ancl 
comfort. 

It is now rather more than two years^ since the 
citizens of Hartford were called upon to test by ^ex- 
periment, the advantages which would result in this 
Institution from a division of labour, in that part of 
education, which relates to the communication of 
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knowledge. With great promptness and liberality 
they immediately furnished the necessary facilities, 
and it is believed that those who engaged iir the 
undertaking, have contemplated the result with sat- 
isfaction, and have not felt that the expense and 
efforts were improperly bestowed; 

But there are objects of' still higher importance to 
h% acc(miplished. The improvements made have 
hitherto related chiefly to intellectual acqumtiang. 
But this is not the most important object of ^i)pa- 
tioh, except so far as it is connected with a higher. 
To elevate and strengthen intellectual power, with- 
out regulating those passions, habits, and affections 
which are the springg of all its actions, is like forti- 
ing a vast and powerful machine, without a balance 
wheel to save from disorder and destruction. 

The formation of the personal habits and man- 
ners, the business of physical education, the correction 
of the disposition, the regulation of the social feel- 
ings, the formation of the conscience, and the direc- 
tion of the mcg'al character %nd habitis, are unitedly, 
objects of much greater consequence, than the mere 
communication of knowledge, and the discipline of 
the intellectual powers. 

Blit in or^er to accomplish these primary objects at 
which the writer would aim, it is necessary that all 
vfho are sent from the care of their parents, should 
become members of the same family with the teach- 
ers. And in accomplishing this, it is indispensable 
that another more spacious and more commodioos 
boarding establishment be provided. Such accom- 
modations are needed on every account/ ' The health 
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and comfort of the pupils, the respectability of the 
school, the success of the most important plans for 
the improvement of the pupils, ail depend upon tocb 
an arrangement, and the disadvantages which would 
result from farther delay, are many more than can 
be stated inrsuch a cpmmunication as the present* 

Another arrangeftient also, seems to the writer of 
radical and indispensable importance. * . 

It has long been felt that the duties devolving upon 
the principal of such an institution, are more than 
can possibly be discharged by one mind, and they 
can only be shared by a person who by age, reputa- 
tion, and experience, is qualified to become an (U9ii- 
'ciiite principal^ rather than an assistant teacher. 
The Care of superintending an institution, number- 
ing eight teachers, eight or ten assistant pupils, and 
one huiidred and thirty scholars, in all its various 
depa^ments is what, without reflection, must appear 
as an undertaking involving, of necessity, great cares 
and mental effort. But if a mention of some of the 
minutiae may be allowed, a more definite idea may 
be gained of the cares and duties necessarily in?d- 
ved in such a station. 

Among these may be noticed the business of form* 
ing classes and of regulating the general employ- 
ments of the school. To do this, some knowledge * 
is required of the intellectual character and ediraa- - 
tion of every inddmdual member of the school ; an^ 
though the other teachers can aid in obtaining this 
knowledge, it must all be communicated to the prin- 
cipal to assist in determining what studies each shall 
pursue, ivfac^ •classes must fie formed, and what shall 
he me ^reneral routine of school duties. 
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The number of classes is generally between fortjf 
and Jifljf9 and to arrange these so that no one clasa 
will interfere with another, each teacher be employ- 
ed each hour, every scholar be placed, so that no 
two recitations be demanded at the same hour, and 
still be stationed in a class amqng her equals in ad- 
vance and in intellect, this makes no ordinary de- 
mand on jfche attention ; especially as frequent chan«^ 
ges become necessary in the progress of each term. 

Whatever be the qualifications of the teachers 
in «ach department, the care of each must, in a 
greater or less degree, fall upon the principal. 
What books shall be used, what mode of instruct 
tion adopted, what facilities for illustration procu- 
red, how much time and attention each teaifter may 
claim from their several pupils without interfering 
with the claims of the others, all these j^ivticulars 
must be submitted to the person who has a gdberal 
knowledge of the interests of the whole. 

To this may be added the great difficulties occa- 
sioned by the want of suitable school books ; and 
these have been so great, that in two or three in- 
stances, the writer has found it less labour to make 
and print school e:cercises, than to attempt the pro- 
per mode of instruction with sudl. books as could be 
-obtained. There is no department of instruction in 
livhich the several teachers do not need the aid of the 
|)|rincipal, in devising and executing soifie remedy 
for the deficiencies of school books. 

Another serious difficulty brings a great amount of 
care upon the principal of this institution, and that 
is, the perpetual change among the teachers em- 
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ployedy and the** difficulty of finding others qualified 
to take their places. 

The advance of female education has been such 
the last few years, that it is almost impossible to ob- 
tain those whose age and maturity of mind and 
character are sufficient for the situation, who possess 
the necessary literary qualifications, and are willing 
^o engage in the duties of a teacher. 

Those who only four or five years ago would have 
been called persons of superior education, would find 
among the pupils who. in this institution have been 
pursuing a regular course for the two or three years 
past, many who probably would be more advanced 
in education than themselves, and of course, the de-> 
ficiency^in education must be counterbalanced either 
by age,^r by such superior talents and weight of 
charHclw, as would command respect, independant 
of otfter considerations. 

It has been the fact, that during the two years 
that have elapsed since the foundation of this insti- 
tution, in repeated instances, as soon as a teacher, 
by experience and practice had qualified herself to 
• discharge the duties of her department in such a 
way as would release the principal from the care of 
it, her reputatiofl^ had become so established, ^hat 
she wasb^called to a more lucrative situation, or jeke . 
was removed for other reasons. This is a source of ^ 
perpetual care and anxiety. The business of dis- 
covering and obtaining suitable teachers has been no 
inconsiderable efifort, and the care of directing each 
in succession as to the mode of instruction to be pur- 
sued, has been still more. 
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To this may be added the business of devising the 
regulations of the family andschool^ in all the yarious 
departments, and the duty of directing that stimulus 
of various motives which must be brought to (^f>erate 
on the minds of so large a number, in order to make 
them diligent, studious, orderly and regular. Then 
there is the care of individuals, whom their parents 
commit to the special superintendance of the princi-^ 
pal, both as it regards education, dress, expenses, 
and all the other cares which parents generally share 
with a teacher, but which in some cases must be enr 
tirely relinquished* 

Whatever difficulty arises in any department of 
the institution, or among any of its members, it must 
all be referred to the principal. If any are sicic, or 
are in any trouble, it is felt to be a neglect if she 
does not know and attend to it. In addition^ there is 
« the business of examining school books, and of l^arn^ 
ing by various methods, the plans of improvement 
which are continually arising for observation. 
There is the charge of correspondence, which in a 
variety of inttatices none but a principal can dis- 
charge ; the care of pecuniary concerns ; the calls of 
jllasgers from abroad, and of parents who visit their 
•hMiPin and have a claim upon Ihe civilities of the 
. principal; with many other particulars whi«$|l cannot 
be communicated. Above all is the care t>f the 
moral and religious interests of the school, which 
Qjften seem of such magnitude as to demand every 
moment and every thought, were there any possi- 
bility of giving them their proper place in a mind so 
filled with other cares. 
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To a person who has the charge of immortal 
minds, and strives to maintain a realizing sense of 
the connection of this life with an eternal scene, it 
must be trying and painful to be placed in such cir- 
cumstances, that it is all but impossible to give the 
Most important of duties their relative regard. 

It would be a difficult matter to make the majority 
of mafikind feel that religion is of more consequence 
than literary endowment, for this is a world where, 
as yet, its blessed influences are but little known or 
^appreciated* Yet most will allow that the formation 
of regular habits, the correction of e^iiil dispositions, 
the promotion of amiable and generous feelings, the 
cultivation of affable and agreeable manners, and a 
preparatioQ for discharging with honour and happi-^ 
nesfl^ll the relative duties of life, are objects of more 
importance than the simple acquisition of knowledge. 

But as yet the writer has never been able to give 
these duties their proper relative attention* 

This institution was established to test, by experi- 
ment, the benefits of a division of labour in the busi- 
noBiibf. instruction. In its commencement it inclu- 
ded of ncOTSsity a great variety of interests and 
^ eml^loypients, most of which related to intellectual 
cultured To neglect these was to^neglett the very 
object for ^Khich the institutioa was established ;>to 
neglect thevery thing which was to gain public esti- 
mation and confidence* 

If the literary concerns were made but secondary, 
and the chief efiRorts of the principal were devoted to 
other objects, with the present views of society* the in- 
stitution inust fail, amid the competitions of a multi- 
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tilde of others of equal standing and reputation* The 
only alternative has been, to make the literary cchi* 
cerns the primary object, until He who orders all 
events in wisdom, should present the mode and the 
time for giving the most important interests that 
place in the mind and efibrts of the principal whioh 
they demand. 

The writer, therefore, has devoted the energies 
of her mind ta the literary and scientific interests of 
the school, including also other multiplied duties, 
some of which have been enumerated. 

But she believes the time has come when it is not 
right any longer to make this sacrifice. She believeB 
that the object in establishing this institution baif 
been gained, and that the intellectual advantages 
which were expeeted by those who aided in tb^iia* 
dertaking, have been accompKshed* 

She now can no longer conscientiously relinquish 
the faithful performance of more important duties^ 
which have in a great degree been left unfulfilled* 
She believes there is before her in the other depart- 
ments of education, afield of usefulness she mliy no. 
longer neglect ; and though she cannot by any state* 
ment make others fully understand those views . 
^ich are 'present to her own mind, and which seem 
objects of such paramount importance, ^nd ratioofil 
practicability, the proper discharge of them will not 
allow the continuance, to the full extent, of the other 
efforts and cares which have occupied her mind. 
She cannot even atiempi it without the certain pres- 
tratidn of health, as experience has more than onee 
exhibited. 
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Should it be said that the objects which are point- ' 
ed out as of such importance, are the business of 
aU the teachers employed, this will not be denied, but 
they are not the firgt duty of all, nor of any one. 
The teacher of geography or of arithmetic, considers 
llDsas her particular business, to which her chief 
attention is to be devoted, and it cannot at the same 
time be made her first business to become acquaint- 
ed with the dispositions, tastes, habits, and pursuits 
ofeVery individual in school, and direct the intel- 
lectual, social, moral, and religious influence which 
needs continually to operate on every mind. 

There must be one mind to superintend in the 
other departments of education, as much as in the 
literary and scientific. To these objects there must 
te Hfte energies of one mind devoted, and making all 
other things secondary, just as in each of the branches 
of instruction there is a teacher who makes intel- 
lectual culture the primary object of attention, and 
other things but secondary. 

It is true every teacher must aid, but there must 
b^ one directing mind ; one whose business it is to 
' devise plalls for others to execute, and to see that 
ndthmg is left unattempted in these more than in 
other departments. And none but a ptincipal can 
take such a station in this^ institution, as would be 
very apparent to any person who knows intimately 
its concerns. 

There seems then to be only two alternatives ; 

either for the present principal to cease making the 

literary interests of this Seminary an object of such 

^attention as has 4gtherto been bestowed, and thus 
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leave them to consequent depreciation, or else to ob- 
tain^ an €U9ociaie^ who can share in the multiplied 
responsibilities of such a situation. 

The last is what is greatly desired by the writer, 
and should it be effected, it is believed that the repu- 
tation of this institution, in a literary point (tf vievi^ 
might be sustained and increased, and still allow the 
accomplishment of those objects in education which 
are of paramouiit interest. 

It is hoped that such an associate can be obtained, 
in a lady, who unites uncommon talents with expe- 
rience and reputation, promded the friends of educa- 
tion will supply such facilities as are necessary to 
accomplish those plans of usefulness and improve- 
ment, which would be the sole object that could influ- 
ence in urging the removal of a principal from anotker 
flourishing institution, to become associated in the 
care of this. Could these facilities be afforded, it is 
believed that the efforts of two associates, united in 
the care of one institution, could accomplish more 
good than they could separately accomplish. 

Should it be enquired what is the necessitj^ of 
maintaining so large an establishment, that one pei^ 
son cannot properly sustain the duties which devolve 
upon a principal, it may be replied that this necessity 
results from two causes. 

One is, that the public do not as yet appreciate the 
importance of the division of labour in education, 
sufficiently to pay a price for tuition, adequate to 
maintaining the necessary supply of teachers, and 
therefore the increased expense of multiplying 
teachers must be met loiy multiplying the number o£ 
scholars. 
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The other is, that our primary schools as yet 
are so extensively suffering from those defeets in 
present systems of education pointed out, that the 
higher institutions are obliged to instruct in all 
those branches which belong to the primary school. 
When spelling, reading, writing, geography, •gram- 
mar, and a|*ithmetic, are taught as they ndght '* 
be in all our primary schools, the teachers in these 
branches might be dismissed from such an institution 
as this, and thus make both its departments and its 
jpupiU less numerous. * > 

If therefore such an institution as this aims to fur- 
nish facilities for a complete education, there is no 
way to diminish the cares and labour of a single 
principal, but by so raising the price of tuition, tjhat 
.the necessary number of teachers can be employed 
with a small number of pupils. This would so in- 
crease the expense, as to limit the advantages of a 
superior education chiefly to the weaithy. 

But it is believed to be of the utmost consequence, 
that the benefits of a good education be disseminated 
as widely as possible among the females of our coun^ 
try, and to do it by means of such institutions as 
this, it is necessary to make the number of pupils to 
correspond, in some measure, with the number of 
branches which require a separate teacher. Of 
course the labour and cares of the principal of such 
an institution must be increased in proportion, and 
whoever can discharge them all as they ought to be 
discharged, has more strength of nerve, and economy 
of time than the writer has ever supposed possible. 

These remarks are made in reference to the query 
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which may arise, in reference to the removal of a 
principal from the sole charge of another institution, 
to become associated in the care of this. The ex- 
pediency of this depends upon the question, whether 
one person can properly discharge all the duties of 
such a situation, and if not, whether it is most desi- 
rable that one institution should be sustained in all 
its interests, or tteo be sustained in only a part. 

In deciding this question, the want of properly 
qualified teachers needs to be considered. Let at 
4e^st one institution become what it should be, in 
all its departments, and a supply of teachers could 
be raised up, properly qualified for o/Z their duties, 
but leave all our institutions imperfectly sueteined 
and such a supply ought not to be expected. 

In regard to certain facilities for instruction 
which have been alluded to as necessary, it may be 
stated that the wants of this Seminary as it regards 
many necessaries in this respect, are yet to a great 
extent unsupplied. 

It is believed that it will yet be discovered by 
the public, that there is no so economical a way 
to impart a given amount of knowledge, as to fur^ 
Bish instructers with all the necessary facilities, 
both for obtaining^ themselves, a clear knowledge 
of what they attempt to teach, and also for commu- 
nicating it to their pupils. 

In our Colleges, where the number of branches 
taught does not exceed those taught in such an in- 
stitution as this, and where the teachers are men of 
learning and experience, it would be thought that 
the business of education must stop were the libra- 
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lies and other apparatus for instruction removed, 
il would be unpeasonable then, that females, of less 
edacation and less experience, should be required to 
perform the same duties, and yet deprive them of 
equal advantages for accomplishing them. 

Books (or both teachers and pupils to consult, and 
apparatus to aid in every branch where it can foe 
employed (and there are few where it cannot) are 
indispensable to speed, economy and success in com- 
municating knowledge ; and just in proportion as 
these are withheld, in just such proportion will the 
advantages of pupils and the success ^f teaches 
be diminished. But in this Institution, for want 
of apparatus, some very important branches are 
not taught at all, from the belief that the pupils 
receive more benefit in pursuing branches in which 
they can be properly instructed, than those in which 
they cannot be thoroughly taught. 

In other branches much time is lost and much 
benefit left unsecured from a want of books for the 
teachers. For no single branch of education, is 
there such a supply of books for consultation as is 
needed by the teachers, and for only one or two is 
there even a tolerable supply of apparatus. In 
teaching Natural Philosophy much apparatus is 
needed, and that which is most important does not 
as might be supposed, consist in very expensive ar- 
ticles* Much simple apparatus is needed as indis- 
pensable in teaching young minds. In Geography 
and History, globes, maps, charts and '^ctures are 
needed. To present the prominent features in the 
scenery of difierent countries, their curiosities of art 
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and oature,- their priacipa) productions, the dress 
and appearance of their inhabitant, illuBtrations 
of their manners and customs, the costumes of dif- 
ferent ages and countries, the appearance of distin- 
guished cities and edifices, or the ruins of those 
recorded in history, all these and many more inter- 
esting topics of instruction, could be made the sub- 
jects of pictures and be executed by the litliogrBphic 
art, which seems to have offered its ready and eco- 
nomical aid, just at a time when the interests of 
education are demanding it. 

'To teach the elementary principles of Geology, 
Mineralogy, and other natural sciences, demands 
tangible objects for illustration, and there is scarce 
a branch of education in which teachers will not find 
a great economy of time and efibrts secured by pic- 
tares or other objects presented to the eye. 

In view of the preceding statements the writer 
presents to the friends of education, the following 
suggestions. It is found that money can be Invested 
in a building for a boarding establishment, in such 
a location and of such a construction, that should it 
cease to be used for the original purpose, it could, 
at trifling expense, be changed into three or four 
tenements and always command as good a rent as 
other private dwelling houses in the centre of the city. 
It is found by calculation, that a full interest can be 
paid for all the necessary capital, needed in securing 
all the improved facilities which are desired, that 
no more r>sk will be incurred than is common in 
money investments, and yet that by certain methods 
when all the additional advantages are secured, the 
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expense of education at this seminary may be di- 
ndnidied rather fliian increased. 

The minutise of these Calculations it is unnecessary 
to present in this communication ; it may be proper 
to state the following, as the methods by which such 
improTements can be secured, without increasing 
the expense of pupils. 

When parents send their children abrSadfespe- 
cially to a city, the expense of dress is no inconsid^ 
erable item, and such are the demands of fashion at 
present, that it is a serious objection to many parents 
against sending their children to such an institution 
as this^. 

The vanity, competition, and extravagance often 
observed at boarding schools, are evils to be depreca- 
ted and avoided if possible. It is found that it will 
be perfectly praHicable to adopt a simple, tast^ul, 
and economical nniform for this institution, which will 
diminish the expense of dress and washing, in most 
cases one thirds and in many cases more than one 
half. Several parents have been consulted, who 
consider the plan as entirely practicable, and not 
liable to any of the objections which are found in at- 
tempting such a regulation in colleges. The ex*- 
pense of furnishing ail thai is peculiar in dress, will 
be less than ten dollars a year, and the economy of 
the arrangement will be very great, while at the 
same time it will remove many evils and temptations 
which now exist. 

Parents.also are subjected to a heavy tax for the 

purchase of school books^ so that in many cases the 

charge for this article nearly equals the expense of 

tuition. 
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Could a Bet of books be purchased and aUaeked io 
ike Seminary, and the pupils only pay tct the mm of 
them, or for their value wfifen needlessly injured or 
losty this expense would be greatly lessened. An 
interest of twenty-five per cent might be paid on 
stock thus invested, and yet the puinl pay only a 
fimrth of what it would cost to purduue books. 

It is frfund also that the profit which could be , 
made on so large a number of boarders as would 
compose the family, should all the pupils from alnxMid 
board with the teachers, would be such that the ex- 
pense of board could be considerably diminished. 

It is calculated that twenty thousand dollars woidd 
purchase the land, build and furnish a boarding 
house, and provide the seminary with a suffiiaent 
supply for the library, apparatus and school bodks. 
C^siderably more than the ordUiAiry mterest for 
money lent might be demanded from the pi^iilsyand 
also the additional expense of another primapal and 
three teachers, and yet it would not amount to the 
sum which would h§ saved by diminishing the ex- 
pense of board, dress, and books. 

Should this plan be effected, the following advan- 
tages might be offered to the public, in addition to 
those which now exist. . 

The pupils from abroad could be boarded in the 
family with the teachers, and a room furnished as a 
sHidjf, with a bed-^oom adjoining, could be given to 
every two pupils. 

An associate principal and three other additional 
assistants could be employed. Two of these assist- 
ants would be devoted to the department of female 
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ec&nmdy^ to instruct the pupils in a ready use df the 
needle, ^d in cutting und making various articles 
of dresM The other would devote her time to the 
pef sonal habits and manners of the young ladies, 
including instructions in Calisthenics; an accompfah- 
ment intended to proi^pte health, graceful motion, 
and agreeable manners,' and combining all the ad- 
vantages considered as offered by a dancing iishool, 
with others more important relating to the health. 

Beside this the pupils could receive the instruct 
tions of a riding mastA'y and be allowed to spend an 
hour €^>erjf other day on horseback, either while re- 
ceiving lessons in a covered circuit, or in riding 
abroad with the teacher. This mode of ejcercise is 
recommended both as aki elegant accomplishment, 
and as prdmoting health and activity. 

The institiidvctti idao could be fbrnished witb;^ li- 
brary for the use both of teachers and pupite, and 
with the necessary apparatus in all departments of 
inifttuotion. ^"^ 

Should any hesitate in beUaving that all these 
advantages can be secured witi^ut intreasing the 
expose of education at this institution, it is believed 
they will be satisfied that it may be done, by exam- 
ining the €i&teulations t^ch have been made in 
refi^rence to this statement. These calculations 
have been examined by a committee, appointed for 
the purpose by the Trustees, and are considered 
by them as correct. 

Of oottrse these estimates are founded on the 
eicpeettttion that tite itidtitution will be supplied with 
pupils. 
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This expectation rests on the fact that the num- 
ber of pupils in this Seminai:j has regularhr increa- 
sed every year, and that only ten added to the nam- 
ber from abroad this season, would complete Ae 
number which it i&x calculated woald cover all the 
expenses to be incurred. Such additional advanta- 
ges, would, probably, more than secure this increase* 

These suggestions are addressed particularly to 
the citizens of Hartford, whose interest, it is believ- 
"^d, is concerned in the success of the plan proposed. 
By investing twenty thousaotf dollars in proper ac- 
commodations, an institution would be secured 
which it is calculated would bring an annual income 
of at least twenty thousand dollars from abroad, into 
immediate circulation in this city. 

In presenting these suggestions, the vnriter is en- 
coufaged by the experience of pastyraars, in .a place 
where the kindest sympathy and most efficient lib- 
erality have attended all her efforts to be useful^ 
and'where any project for increasing human hap- 
piness is not sent a^^ay without a hearing, nor if 
reasonable ^nd practicable, without aid. 

Should this plan be thus considered by intelligent 
and judicious minds, the writer believes ii tvitt be 
done^ should it not, it w(49d remain for her to sub* 
mit to the disappointment of long cherished hopes, 
and if possible, without repining or discouragement. 

It is probable that few females for the Jirst time 
appear in this manner before the public without 
many misgivings. In this case, where so much is 
involved that exposes to invidious remark, and 
where even the protection of an anonymous covert 
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may not be sought, the writer has more than ordi- 
nary cause for such* feelings. 8he is not so un* 
reasonable as to expect that all will coincide with 
tke tiews here expressed, or that.she shall escape 
all severity of censure ; she only entreats that for- 
bearance which is usually extended to a female, a 
novice, and an honest Attempt to^be useful, , 



■^ 



■:r- 









^ 
L ** 



<ir) 



«ATJU|OOUB 



■^ 



OF THE 



ofFicEsm, "mAcmiRBi and fupils, 



OF THE 






ys 
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orrioBiui 



OP THE 



HARTFORD FEMALE SEMINARY, 



' IN AUGUST, 1829. 



Hon. Thomas Day, President, 

James H. Wells, Esq. TreaMxrer. 
CHARLES Sheldon, Secretary. 



TRU^EES.' 






* * ' I$W» Joel Bawes, Oliver D. Coore, Esqjr 

# 1 "". Ket* ^<6]Bir'*H.<lftNSLEY, Eliphalet Terrt, £sa« 

- ^' Bey. Samuel Spring, Henry H^son, Esq. 

\ Tk^mEh Wadsworth, Esq. James H» Wells, Esq. 

« ^ Thomas, Day, Esq. Seth Terry, Esq. -4, 

* WiL^I^M W. Ellsworth, Esq. 
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H. Hudson, 

O. D. Cooke, ^ Prudential Committee. 

W. W. Ellsworth, 



PRINCIPAL. 

BIIIs.'Catherine Bt BEEcmt. ' 

TEACHERS. 

Mrs.«dARAH GABfAGE, Miss Clarissa Brown, 

Wss Harriet E. Beecher, Miss Ann Fisher, 

Miss Laura Louisa Degen, Miss Caroline Munger, 

Miss Mary Felt, Miss Harriet Seymour. 

The names of the Assistant Pupils are put in Capitals. 
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PUPILS. 



Deborah Allen, 
Racillia B. Anderson. 
Emma Bnnce, 
Anna H. Beard; 
Maiy Beach, 
Urania Battell, 
Eliza B. Bisco, 
Mai^ Bliss, 
Lnc^ E. Brace, 
Amy Brown, 
Mvy Brown, 
Susan Brown, 
MaiyBoll, 
Martha Bull, 
Cornelia Bhrr, 
Cii^arine Brush, . 
Al^a E. Blashfieidr 
.Frances A. Bartlett, 
Kebecca D. A. A. Brewster^ 
Susanna BoaAlman, ^ 
Eli^beth Qrown, 
Maiy E. Bfewster, 
Anierica 6. E. Burch, 
Julia Burgess, 
Susan Bra|ham 
Julia Bri^JDam^ 
Catharine £. Basset, 
Frances Irene Bradish, 
Cornelia Burbridge, 
Sophia Clark, ^ 

Hannah Clough, 
Frances Canfteld, ^^ 

Maria H. Coming, 
Ann H. Chittenden, 
Almira Collins, 
Amelia Collins, 
Rebecca Colt, 
Elizabeth Cqlt, 
Sarah G-XTanlkins, 
Sarah Carrington, 
Maria Chandler, 
Emilt Curtiss, 
Jerusha Cook, 
Elizabeth Caldwell, 
Sarah A. Cone, 
Elizabeth Colton, 
Lucy Cobnm, 
Harriet Clark, 
Elizabeth Day, 
SanOi C. Day, 
Eleanor M. Dickinson, 
Dorothy Diddnson, , 
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Pomfret, Conn. 
Hartford, 

• • • • 

Mobile, Alabania. 
Hartford, Conn. 
Norfolk, 

Cambridgeport, Mass. 
Hartford, Conn. 

Ph>yidence, R. I. 

Srentham, Mass. 
irtford, Co6iw ^ 
Philadelphia, 'pQnn. 
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Hartford, Conn 

.* •• 

Vergennes, lkr. 
Thompson, Conn. 
Smithfield,It,.I. 
New-Haven, C^^nn. 
Hartford, • .. ^%, 

• • •• 

New-Haven, 
Waskb^tMi D. C.t, 
Hartford, Conn. 
GLrafton, Mass. 
uoventnr. Conn. ^ 
Derby, Mass^ 
Utica,N.y. ' 
Haitroi^,Conn. 
Utica,1ir.Y. 
Boston, Mass. 
Saybrook, Conn. 
Hartford, 
Guilford, 
Hartford, 



Waterford, 
Wallingford, .. 
Boston, Mass. 
Windham, Conn. 
Winsted, 
Hartford, 
Bristol, 
Lenox, Mass. 
Thompson, Conn. 
Hartford, 



Amherst, Mass. 
Hadley, 
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Emily A. DooHttle, 

Bfaiy Ann Dwight, 

Lydia Dwight, 

Euzabeth Dana, 

Philura Danforth, 

Maiy Dodd, 

Clarissa Ely, 

Mary Ely, 

Eliza E. Estabrook, 

Emily Ellsworth, 

Hamet Ellswor^, 

Sarah P. Edwards, 

Agnes C. Edwardsf" 

Ann^K. Edwards, 

Elizabeth Edwards,^ 

Martha A. Eels, 

Elizabeth Ensien, 

fVanc6s L. EIEb, 

Alma De Forest, 

Lncyl). Field, 

Jgynsha Goodwin, 

Bfeakftth Goodwin,. * ^ 

Sarah J. Gleason, 

Mary Gropdwin, 
. Harriet €JT Gfrew, 

Mary Grew, 
^fary O. Grosvenoii 
^%aiy£. Hopkins, 

MaryJE. Harris, 

Mary A. H^ey, 

Maiy B. Htt, 

Frances M Hoadle^, 

Clara S. Hutchinson, 

Lucy R. Howe, ' 

Mana L. Hudson, 

Louisa Hooped, 

Matilda Huntington, 

Elizabeth Harris, 

Maiy A. Johnson, 

Elizabeth G. Ij. P. Johnstone, 

Louisa Kirkland, 

Helen E. Kelsey, 

Catharine King^^ 

Ann S. Lan^idqi^, 

Maiy Ann Lewis, 

Mart B. Ltuan, 

Eliza M. Lawrence, 

Harriet L^avenwor&b, 

Sarah Eaaton L«UI, 

Eliza Lyman, 

MwyLaw, 

Imcy Leonard, 

Afinerva Leland, 

Lucretia Latimer, 



Waliinfford, Conn. 
South Hadley, Mass. 

• • • • 

Woodstock, Vt. 
Hartford, Conn. 



Worcester, Mass. 
Hartford, Conn. 



Hunter, N. Y. 

.• •• 

Whitesborougfa, N. Y. 
Sheffield, Mass. 
Rattleborongfa, Vi. 
WAtertown, ConH. 
Salem, Mass. <- 

East-H|irtford> Conn. 
Haftfbrd, 



Pomfret, - 
Stockbridge, Mass. 
Cantiexbuiy, Conn. 
Salisbury, 

f HBTttOru, 

New-Haven, .. 
Woodstock, Vt. 
Hartford, Conn. 

• • •• 

Marblehead, Mass." 
Ashford, Conn. 
Hartford, .. 
N. Haven, .. 
Hillsboi^N. H. 
Utica, Nf Y. 
Hempstead, L. I. 
Sharon, Conn. 
Hartford, 
N. Haven, .. 
Cluna, N. Y. - 
Camillns, .. 
Waterbury, Conn. 
Alexandria, D, C. 
Enfield, Mass. 
N. Haven, -Conn. 
Paxton, Masa. 
Amherst, 
^ Waterford, Conn. 
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ClariflBa Montague, 
BKzabetb Monta|[ae, 
Marj A. Maither, 
Eleanor Mather, 
Therea» Miller, 
Susan Manh, 
Rosannah Mc Lean, 
Amy Nelson, 
Ojjieiiia. Nichols, 
BiSrv Louisa^jchols, 
Catliarine Noyes, 
Elizabeth Olmstead, 
Eliza Porter, 
Maiy Prentiss, 
Caroline L. Phelps, 
Calista N. Pease, 
Eliza C. Poole, 
Catharine L. Peny, 
Emily Porter, 
L. A. Pomeroy, 
Elizabeth Perkins, 
Rosanna Pitkin, 
Harriet Pratt, 
Hannah D^Tratt; 
Maria Pettibone, 
Lonisa^Pettibone, 
Rebecca Robbins, 
Cornelia ftobbins, 
Elizabeth Redding, 
Iajcy a. Rsid, 
Sarah A. Richardson, 
Elmina Robertson, 
Maria Ramsdale, 
Frances A. Strong, 
Sarab B. Strong, 
-Barah F. Stoddard, 
Sarah B. Shepard, 
Harriet Seymour, 
Eliza B. Southwick, 
Emmeline Steadsum, 
Eliza Sexton, 
Rhoda Sage, 
Ann Sage, 
Eliza Spencer, 
Clarissa Strong, 
Henrietta Sooter, 
Catharine Staidey, 
Caroline Sweet, 
Sophia Stewart, 
Ahcia Sheldon, 
Elizabeth Sheldon, 
Jane Sheldon, 
Caroline Sheldon, 
Abigail Stebbins, 
Elizabeth SteadmanT 



Hartford, Conn. 

Albany, N. Y. 
Manchester, Conn. 
Springfield, Mass. 
Hartford, Conn. 
Vernon, 
Amherst, Mass. 
Thompson, Conli. 
Bridgeport, 
W^ingford, .. 
Amherst, Mass. 
Boston, 

Griswold, Conn. 
Warehoose Point, Conn. 
Enfield, 
Danvers, Mass. 
Sharon, Conn. 
Hebron, .. 
Enfield, Mass. 
Hartford, Conn. 



St. Louis, Missouri. 

• • • • 

Cim^iatti, Ohio. 

Grafton, Mass. 
Marblehead, .. 
Barkhampstead, Conn. 
Eastp Windsor, 
Hartford, 



Nordnrnpton,, Mass. 
Boston, 

• • • • 

Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Harabrd, Conn. 
PattenoB, N. J. 
Colebrook, Conn. 
Suidialield, Mass. 
Uton, 

Hebron, Conn. 
Hartford, 
E.Hartfoid, .. 
Hartford, 
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Ridgefield, 
Chicopee, Mass. 
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Maiy B. Steadman, 
Frances Swan, 
Sarah Teny, 
AnnTenj, 
Catharine Teny. 

Elizabkth Thagher. 
Apphia Thacher, 
Clarissa Treat, 
Myitis C. Thomas, 
Susan Thomas, 

ROSAHNA TaLCOTT, 

Phila Townsend, 
Ellen Townsend, 
Jane Lonisa Trowbridge, 
Eliza Tomlinson, 
Julia £. Woodbridge,^ 
Caroline Woodbri^e, 
Maiy Woodbridge, 
Maiy W. Welles, 
Sarah B. Watkinson, 
Elizabeth Watkinson, , 
Harriet Watkinson^ 
Maria Watkinson, 
Sarah Watson, 
Elizabeth Watson, 
Mart Williams, 
Sarah Weld Wheeler, 
Sarah Payson Willis, 
Mary White, 
Caroline M. Woodford, 
Ann Mills Woodruff, 
Elizabeth A. Wolcott, 
Sarah Gay Warner, 
Elizabeth Wing, 
Cynthia Wood«aff, 
Frances WeUes, 
Sarah Webster, 
Catharine Weed, 
Sophia Washburn, 

Whole number, 
Number during the 
Number during the 



Chicopee, Mass. 
Woodstock. Vt. 
Hartford, Conn. 



MiUed^ville, Geo. 

Vernon, Conn. 
New^rt, R. I. 

• • •• 

N. Haven, Conn. 
N. Pres^n, 
Hartford, 



Pomfiret, 
Oxford, N. H 
Boston, Mass. 
Hartford, Conn. 

Catakin, N. V. 
East-Windsor, Conn- 
Sheffield, Mass. 
Hartford, Conn. 



New-Canaan, Conn. 
Lenox, Mass. 

- ^ .' - 201 

winter term, 105 

summer term, 134 



PRESENT CHARGES. 
Toitioa in all English branches, per term of 22 weeks, - - 

80 in French, Italian or Latin, 
o in Music, 

Use of I^ano for practical two hours per day. 

Board, $2,50 per week. 

Washiuffi^O cents per dozen. 

School &d chamber fuel and lights, (average,) 

Itacidental charges for ink, crayons, seat in church, &c. 

Winter Term commences on th9l8th of November. 



$12 

12 

20 

5 



5 
125 



lO^d 
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